Janelle Agius – Principal
May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Easter. I pray that
this year’s Easter will bring you new faith, new hope and new goals –
“May the joy of the Risen Christ be yours”.
I invite you all to take time in your very hectic lives to take the
opportunity to attend one the many Masses that are being offered
throughout our local parish churches during Holy Week, the Easter Vigil
on Saturday night or the Easter Sunday Mass of the Resurrection of the
Lord. It is a time of renewal and awakening for all. I would also like to wish our community a
safe and happy holiday.
I remind parents and students, that the first day of Term 2 is Monday 19 April.

31 March 2021
Dates to remember
MARCH 2021
29-31 Year 11 Foundations of
Learning Retreat
29-31 Year 12 Exams
APRIL 2021
1

Year 12 Exams End

1

Term 1 Ends

2

Good Friday

4

Easter Sunday

5

Easter Monday

19 Term 2 Commences
19-23 Year 12 Industry Placement
25 ANZAC Day
26 ANZAC Day Public Holiday
MAY 2021
2

Music Ministry

3

Labour Day Public Holiday

4-6 Year 12 Retreat
13 Parent Teacher Interviews
19-21 Year 11 Exams

“Life gives many opportunities for all to achieve goals”
I also acknowledged the many sporting teams that have now commenced. So great to see after
last year. I aligned a message to students of the real connection between ‘Playing the Game”
and real life situations. I urged them to reflect that playing sports is an environment that creates
a web connection of team work, starting with our own team and then reaching further out to
others.

25-27 Year 11 Indigenous
Leadership Camp

“Playing the Game” for all of us in these competitions can give them many life skills and
messages. To be focussed on their centre core values and beware of any obstructions they may
encounter until they reach their desired goal. To give it all you have until the whistle blows.
Never give up.

3

Introduction to Senior
Schooling

6

Music Ministry

In life as a player, they will come into contact with many people and situations, some they will
dodge, some they will connect, but they must remember their goal. To do the best, to step
forward and aim higher. To remain resilient and keep within the rules of the game will give you
integrity as their reward.
I wish all players in the varies competitions to remember to “Play the Game”. Thank you to all
parents and staff who support our teams.

28 Mackay Catholic Debutante
Ball
31 Year 11 Industry Placement
JUNE 2021
1-4 Year 11 Industry Placement

17 Mackay Show Public Holiday
NUMBER FOR SMS
The number to send
SMS Messages
regarding
student absence is

0416 906 288

Combined College Steering Committee
On Tuesday 9 March the first meeting of the Combined Steering Committee was formed. This group will plan how we
move forward towards 2023. Joining myself on the committee is: Michael McCusker (Assistant Director: Schools Northern
Region), Maree Martin (Diocesan Consultant – Rockhampton Region), Adam Skoczylas (Deputy Principal Mercy College),
Sean Geoghegan (Deputy Principal St Patrick’s College), Rebekah Pollard (Mercy College Representative), Dean Lynch (St
Patrick’s College Representative) and Father Don.
Diocesan Principals’ Conference
Last week, I took part in the Diocesan Leadership Conference which was held in the Kevin Castles Centre in Rockhampton.
The conference was excellent, with speakers and workshops about: Student Centered Leadership, Trauma Informed
Communication, Disability Standards and Sharpening the purpose of Catholic Education.
A highlight of the conference was attending the Mass of Chrism, which was celebrated by Bishop Michael, together with
priests, religious, parishioners and students representing our diocese. Sharing and meeting as a community enables us to
reflect on our purpose and commitment to Catholic Education.
Macrossan and Amiet Solicitors 74th Annual Mackay Eisteddfod
A reminder that entries for the Mackay Eisteddfod are now open for both August and October events, and can be
completed online. Go to the website at https://mackayeisteddfod.com.au/ for the full schedule (under resources). Link
to Website to Enter https://comps-online.com.au/Competition_Home.aspx?Organiser=OR000064
If you have any questions, please feel free to email the Mackay Eisteddfod on eisteddfod.mackay@bigpond.com or call
during office hours (Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9:00am to 12:30pm. Entries close Wednesday 5 May (no late
entries).
Please read the Schedule on our Web Page as there have been some changes in artforms due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Own Choice Dates
All Own Choice material must be submitted at the Mackay Eisteddfod Office 39 Gordon Street Mackay.
During Own Choice Week –
• Saturday
August 7
9am – 5 pm
• Sunday
August 8
9am – 2 pm
Forms needed for own choice can be downloaded from the Mackay Eisteddfod website. If you have any questions, please
feel free to email the Mackay Eisteddfod on eisteddfod.mackay@bigpond.com or call during office hours 4953 0747
(Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9:00am to 12:30pm.
2021 Next Step survey
The Queensland Government is conducting its annual statewide survey of all students who completed Year 12 in 2020.
The Next Step survey is a brief, confidential survey that gains a comprehensive picture of the employment, study and life
choices made by Queensland school completers in the year after they finish Year 12.
Between April and June, all our students who completed Year 12 last year can expect to receive instructions to complete
a web-based survey or a telephone call from the Queensland Government Statistician’s Office. Please encourage them to
take part. If their contact details have changed, please assist the interviewer with their updated details or forward the
survey to their new address so they can participate.
Thank you for your support of the Next Step survey in 2021.
Further information on Next Step, including results from previous years, is available online at www.qld.gov.au/nextstep
or on toll free telephone 1800 068 587.
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Joseph Kelly – Assistant to the Principal: Religious Education
Readings at Mass, Sunday 4 April 2021 – Easter Sunday
First Reading, Acts 10:34, 37-43… We have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead
Psalm, 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23… This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad
Second Reading, Colossians 3:1-4… Look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is
Gospel, John 20:1-9… The teaching from scripture is that he must rise from the dead
Readings at Mass, Sunday 11 April 2021 – Second Sunday of Easter
First Reading, Acts 4:32-35… The whole group was united, heart and soul
Psalm, 117:2-4, 15-18, 22-24… Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting
Second Reading, 1 John 5:1-6… Anyone begotten by God has already overcome the world
Gospel, John 20:1-19-31… After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among them
It has been a privilege this term to witness both the generosity of staff and students with their time, talents and financial
support to many charitable organisations. Project Compassion has been running throughout Lent and we have been able
to raise over $1,000 to support Caritas in their quest to end poverty and injustice in our world.
On a local level we have been able to support Vinnies and lots of community groups in Mackay. We delivered Easter Eggs
to local community organisations with our students, and staff and students from Mercy College. Together we just wanted
to thank our local organisations for all that they do to support people in our community.
As we head towards Easter let us remember the sacrifice Jesus made for each of us and may our Easter be a time of
reflection and joy with the Risen Lord and our families.
PLEASE NOTE THAT MASS TIMES MAY BE DIFFERENT FOR EASTER THAN THOSE ADVERTISED BELOW.
Weekend Masses
Southside Cluster

Northside Cluster

Saturday Vigil Mass
6:00 pm St Mary’s
6:00 pm St Francis Xavier

Saturday Vigil Mass
6:00 pm St Joseph’s
6:00 pm St Brigid’s

Sunday
7:00 am St Patrick’s
7:00 pm St Therese, Alligator Creek
9:00 am St Francis Xavier
9:00 am St Michael’s Sarina

Sunday
7:30 am St Brendan’s
9:00 am St Joseph’s

6:00 pm St Patrick’s Church

Tracey McLeod – Assistant to the Principal: Welfare and Administration
SPECIAL REPORT: Vaping & E-Cigarettes
Vaping is becoming a trendy pastime that is growing in popularity across Australia, especially amongst
teenagers. It is the act of inhaling a vapour created by an electronic cigarette, or e-cigarette. Many
teenagers are succumbing to peer pressure around this risk-taking activity due to the ease of accessing
and hiding vapes. They are often cheaper than conventional cigarettes, making it more cost-effective
and attractive to young people.
Although under 18s are not legally allowed to purchase any type of e-cigarette or vaping product in Australia, teenagers
are finding ways to access them online. Australia has strict regulations in place for nicotine-containing products, and
attempts are being made to regulate vaping and ban the importation of them. Many of the flavoured liquids associated
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with vaping, contain not only high levels of nicotine, but other potentially harmful additives. Many of these “e-liquids”
contain chemicals that are likely to be toxic, that when inhaled or vaped repeatedly, can cause severe damage to the
lungs.
Vaping is often marketed as being the “healthy” alternative to smoking. However, doctors strongly advise that if you do
not smoke, then you should not start vaping. Most teenagers are unaware of the associated risks and potential impact
vaping can have on their development and overall health. Parents are encouraged to discuss the dangers of nicotine
addiction and include e-cigarettes in the discussion alongside alcohol and drugs.
This Special Report highlights the facts around vaping and e-cigarettes and what
are the potential risks. We hope you take time to reflect on the information
offered in this Special Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the
College for further information or seek medical or professional help.
Here is the link to your special report https://stpats.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-vaping-au

Danika Hurley and Susan McKay– College Counsellors
We would like to draw your attention to the roles of the Guidance Counsellors at the
College. Ms Danika Hurley is our full time Guidance Counsellor and meets with
students for many reasons, usually of a personal concern, but also for Career advice.
Ms Susan McKay is at the College on a part-time basis and is available Week 1 on
Wednesday and Friday and Week 2 on Tuesday and Thursday. She focuses on Career
counselling, however, students can still make appointments for personal reasons.
Next term, there will be information sessions for the Year 12’s regarding QTAC applications and ATAR accounts. Ms McKay
will meet individually with Year 12 ATAR students during Term 2. This meeting is to ensure that the students have created
accounts for both QTAC and ATAR, and have their six preferences sorted for their QTAC applications.
We are in the process of booking universities and residential colleges to come and speak to the Year 12 students. This will
also occur during Term 2. Please check the College newsletter, Daily Notices and social media for times and dates of these
sessions.

Karlie Tatchell – Regional Indigenous Education Liaison Officer
Recently we have been discussing how our College will celebrate National Reconciliation Week for
2021. Students have come up with a few ideas including Traditional Dancing and Music. Other ideas
included a quiz with teams of students and teachers. Money raised will go to the Indigenous Literacy
Foundation if this goes ahead. If parents/carers would like to be involved or have ideas please let me
know. We value your input.
Outside my office is a map, which shows traditional areas of Aboriginal Nations. One student so far
was able to pinpoint where his people are from. I will be promoting this map to our students as we gain traction into a
very busy term ahead. It is perfectly fine if a student does not know where their traditional Country is. The reason for this
is personal and varied. We understand the negative impact that government policies had on our people, some are still
learning. There are a few organisations that work in this area and may be able to assist find those links and I am happy to
pass this information onto the family if needed.
I wish you all a well-deserved break and if driving this Easter please be safe on our roads.
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Dean Andric – English Coordinator
Lions Youth of the Year Competition
Congratulations to Kennedy Foley who recently participated in the zone final of the Lions Youth of the
Year Competition. After winning her regional final, Kennedy headed off to the Andergrove Tavern to
compete in the district final where she spoke eloquently on the topic of
violence against women. She also had to speak on two impromptu topics and
have an interview with a panel of esteemed judges.
Although Kennedy was unsuccessful in making it through to the North Queensland final, she
represented the College in exemplary fashion and gained a great deal from the experience. The
College would like to thank Kennedy for her service to the College community.

Simon Korneliussen – Vocational and Educational Training Coordinator
Career Advice - Queensland Skills Gateway
The Queensland Skills Gateway provides access to information on vocational education and training
available across Queensland. The website allows you to search and browse information including
courses, training providers, government funding and career pathways. The site also features a simple
questionnaire to help you find out if you are eligible for government subsidised training.
Visit: http://www.skillsgateway.training.qld.gov.au
Phone the Department of Employment, Small Business and Training on 1800 210 210 for more information.

Stephen Hislop – Teacher
St Patrick’s College Chess Club
St Pat’s is looking for students interested in playing Chess. Our first club meeting was held in the library
on Thursday 25 March 2021. We will continue to have games every Thursday lunch time. Players who
are interested will also be able to compete in the Gardiner Chess competition being held at Mackay
Christian College on Monday 24 May and again in Term 3 on Wednesday 8 September.
Successful students in each round may then be invited to go to Brisbane to compete in the end of the year, Gardiner State
Chess Competition for Schools.
If any students are interested please see Mr Hislop or come along to a club meeting. Chess can be a lot of fun without
being too serious. Came and have a go, first timers to competitive players, all welcome.
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