Janelle Agius – Principal
Last week on Assembly, I remined students of the importance of
speaking out against Bullying and violence. Today, Friday 19
March is National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. It
is Australia’s key bullying prevention initiative, connecting
schools and communities to find workable solutions to bullying
and violence. The theme for this year is Take Action Together.
Tomorrow at the College, we will Take Action Together and join
the national conversation to help address bullying. Students and staff were encouraged
to wear something orange today.
NSIT Review
During the past week, we welcomed the National School Improvement Tool (NSIT)
reviewing team to the College. The team consists of four members who hold
conversations with all members of the St Patrick’s College community. The NSIT review
assists schools to review and reflect on their efforts to improve the quality of teaching
and learning. The feedback received from this review will give the Leadership team at the
College, improvement outcomes to focus on. I would like to thank the staff, parents and
students who had a conversation with the review team during this past week. The
findings of the review was extremely positive.
Mocktail
Friday 12 March, our Year 12 students along with those from other schools and colleges
in the region celebrated Mocktail at the MECC. Students attending had a wonderful time.
I wish to thank staff of the College who assisted with supervision on the night. The
Mocktail is run by a community organisation for the benefit of all Year 12 students in the
region. All schools in the region appreciate the efforts of the Mocktail committee. Profits
made from this function are distributed to local charities and organisations.
Saturday School
On Saturday mornings from 9:00am to 12:00pm, the College library is open to any
student wishing to attend to work on assessments, study or get help from the supervising
teacher. I would like to encourage students to take advantage of this opportunity to use
the College facilities and complete work in a quiet environment. Thank you to the staff
who volunteer to supervise and assist the students on Saturdays.

19 March 2021
Dates to remember
MARCH 2021
16-18 College NSIT Review
17 St Patrick’s Day
20 National Close the Gap Day
29-31 Year 11 Foundations of
Learning Retreat
29-31 Year 12 Exams
APRIL 2021
1

Year 12 Exams End

1

Term 1 Ends

2

Good Friday

4

Easter Sunday

5

Easter Monday

19 Term 2 Commences
19-23 Year 12 Industry Placement
25 ANZAC Day
26 ANZAC Day Public Holiday
MAY 2021
2

Music Ministry

3

Labour Day Public Holiday

4-6 Year 12 Retreat
13 Parent Teacher Interviews
19-21 Year 11 Exams
25-27 Year 11 Indigenous
Leadership Camp
28 Mackay Catholic Debutante
Ball
31 Year 11 Industry Placement
JUNE 2021
1-4 Year 11 Industry Placement
3

Introduction to Senior
Schooling

6

Music Ministry
NUMBER FOR SMS
The number to send
SMS Messages
regarding
student absence is

0416 906 288

St Patrick’s Celebrations
St Patrick is credited with the conversion of Ireland. The Church in Ireland, has had a huge impact on the Church
worldwide, but particularly in Australia through the work of various missionary orders from Ireland. At St Patrick’s College.
we celebrate the heritage of the Christian Brothers and the Mercy Sisters which were both founded in Ireland in the
nineteenth century. The Mercy Sisters and the Christian Brothers have both conducted schools on our site.
Yesterday, we celebrated St Patrick’s Day with a Mass in the hall. Thank you to Fr Don White for presiding and celebrating
this Mass for the College community. Thank you to Mr Joseph Kelly, Mrs Kelsey Wallace and Mr Marcus McConnell for
organising and assisting with the Mass.
During the second break, we again welcomed various groups from the community to take part in our lunch time activities
in St Pat’s Square. Students were able to talk with members from Headspace, St Vincent de Paul, Domestic Violence
Resource Centre and Deadly Choices. We also welcomed students and staff from Mercy College who showcased the Mercy
Brekkie Van by cooking up sausages for our students. Thank you to Mr Joseph Kelly, Mrs Kelsey Wallace, Mr Brendan
Gunning, Mr Marty Hollis, Mr Eddy Keogh, Mrs Karlie Tatchell, Mr Ellis Kettle, Mr Marcus McConnell, Ms Kathleen
Campbell and our Facilities Department staff for organising the activities.

International Women’s Day Business Lunch
On Sunday 7 March the International Women’s Day High Tea was hosted by the Mackay Zonta Club, where the entrants,
finalists and winners of the Young Women in Public Affairs Competition were announced.
Zonta is an international and local women’s service organisation that seeks to empower women both locally and
internationally. The Zonta Young Women in Public Affairs Awards recognises the service work of students throughout the
Mackay region.
The College has a proud history in this competition, as it encourages young women to play a full role in community service
work, volunteering and supporting overseas aid programs. This work represents part of our wider ethos as a Catholic
school community and our social justice work with organisations such as Caritas. Zonta Club members Delta-Jade Deguara
and Immogen Martin, along with their mothers, Miss Keely Hannant and Miss Cathy Le attended the High Tea.
On behalf of the students, their families and the College, we would like to thank the Zonta club of Mackay, the tireless
volunteers, and all sponsors of this event for their continued support, including Jennifer from The Tax Store Mackay who
kindly sponsors our student’s tickets to the event.
Triple P Family Transitions
Triple P Family Transitions gives parents the skills they need to raise confident, healthy children to build stronger family
relationships. This program is available through the Family Relationship Centre at Mackay and is designed for parents who
may be experiencing difficulties because of separation or divorce. For more information on the Triple P Family Transition
sessions, please see the information flyers at the end of this newsletter under the Community Notices section.

Page | 2

Joseph Kelly – Assistant to the Principal: Religious Education
Readings at Mass, Sunday 21 March 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Lent (Year B)
First Reading, Jeremiah 31:31-34… I will make a new covenant with Israel
Psalm, 50:3-4, 12-15… Create a clean heart in me, O God
Second Reading, Hebrews 5:7-9… He became for all the source of eternal salvation
Gospel, John 12:20-33… If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest
Readings at Mass, Sunday 28 March 2021 – Palm Sunday (Year B)
First Reading, Isaiah 50:4-7… I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed
Psalm, 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24… My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
Second Reading, Phillippians 2:6-11… He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high
Gospel, Mark 14:1-15:47… The Passion of the Lord
Lent is a demonstration of faith, love and generosity. We can demonstrate our faith, love and generosity by supporting
Caritas’ Project Compassion appeal, joining millions of Australians who want to end poverty and injustice in our world.
We do this as St Pat’s by donating our spare change to Project Compassion during Lent. The Christian Leadership
Committee have set up an online page for donations via debit/credit cards: https://lent.caritas.org.au/stpatrickscollege
Please support our student’s fundraising efforts this Lent.
We are the Church - it is through our actions and works that we are the hands and feet of Christ in our world today. Caritas
Australia’s annual Lenten campaign theme for this year is ‘Be More’, which comes from the words of St Oscar Romero
“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” This is a wonderful invitation to rethink what is important to us, what renewal
or reform is needed in our own lives and as a community.
Prayer for Project Compassion
We pray for the millions of adults that did not have the opportunity to receive an education. That with our support, they
find new opportunities to learn and grow so they can be architects of their own development. We ask this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Weekend Masses
Southside Cluster

Northside Cluster

Saturday Vigil Mass
6:00 pm St Mary’s
6:00 pm St Francis Xavier

Saturday Vigil Mass
6:00 pm St Joseph’s
6:00 pm St Brigid’s

Sunday
7:00 am St Patrick’s
7:00 pm St Therese, Alligator Creek
9:00 am St Francis Xavier
9:00 am St Michael’s Sarina

Sunday
7:30 am St Brendan’s
9:00 am St Joseph’s

6:00 pm St Patrick’s Church
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Tracey McLeod – Assistant to the Principal: Welfare and Administration
2021 Year 12 Exam Timetable – End of Unit 3
Students are asked to note the exam timetable below and see Mrs McLeod for alternative times if they
have an exam clash. Students who will be absent for any exam must complete an application to
reschedule exam form and submit it to Mr Geoghegan. This does not guarantee that permission to
reschedule will be granted. All students are required to be in attendance at least 15 minutes before the
start of the exam with all materials.

Time

Year 12 Exam

Monday
29 March

8:45am

12 GMA

120mins plus 5mins perusal

11:45am

12 ACC
12 LIT

120mins plus 15mins planning
120mins plus 15mins planning

Tuesday
30 March

8:45am

12 EEN
12 SMA – Tech Free

90mins plus 15mins planning
60mins

11:45am

12 JAP
12 SMA – Tech Active

100mins plus 5 mins planning
60mins plus 5 mins perusal

Wednesday
31 March

8:45am

12 EMA

60mins plus 5mins perusal

11:45am

12 AES
12 AP

120mins plus 10mins perusal
60mins plus 10mins perusal

Thursday
1 April

8:45am

12 MMA – Tech Free
12 JAP – Speaking

60mins
5 – 7 mins each student

11:45am

12 MMA – Tech Active

60mins plus 5 mins perusal

SPECIAL REPORT: A Conversation on Consent
A recent petition, instigated by a former school girl from Sydney, calls for young women to come forward if they have
been subjected to sexual assault whilst still at school. It has since gone viral with thousands of young women signing the
petition or sharing their stories which are often graphic, disturbing and upsetting.
The petition calls for sex education, in particular consent, to be taught at a younger age in schools. The observation being
that consent is being taught too late, with many young people not understanding the boundaries of consent resulting in
sexual assault or rape. This call for change has made many schools reassess their curriculum around sex and life education
to help protect young people across the nation.
Parents also need to start having conversations around consent sooner rather than
later, as some teens experience their first sexual encounter well before the subject
matter is delivered. It is not enough for parents or carers to assume that your teenager
knows or understands what consent means and the implications surrounding it. It is
important for them to learn about boundaries to enable them to respect themselves
and their partners.
This Special Report offers parents guidance around normalising the topic of consent to ensure your teenager experiences
healthy and respectful relationships. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this Special Report,
and as always, we welcome your feedback.
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If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the College for further information or seek
medical or professional help.
Here is the link to your special report https://stpats.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-conversationconsent.

Danika Hurley and Susan McKay– College Counsellors
Term 1 is ramping up with Year 12 students really taking an interest in their post
school career pathway. About 25 students attended an information session last
week to find out about how to prepare for a career in Medicine. This week an
information session was held for students interested in Dentistry and next week the
focus will be Veterinary Science.
Students interested in going to university, are encouraged to search the university websites for possible scholarships.
Scholarships offer the chance for students to access different amounts of funding to assist with the cost of attending
university. They are not only academic based, but also for other criteria such as remote locations. There are various closing
dates for scholarship in each university and some scholarship deadlines are quite soon. Students are encouraged to apply,
even if they think they may not tick all of the boxes to qualify.
Students looking for employment, whether it be for casual/part-time, school based apprenticeships, traineeships, or fulltime, are reminded to check the Jobs Noticeboard outside of Ms Hurley’s office.

Karlie Tatchell – Regional Indigenous Education Liaison Officer
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Kelsey Wallace – Campus Minister/Student Welface Officer
World Day of Prayer
Each year on the first Friday of March, the World Day of Prayer service is held around the world. Since
1927, the World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical prayer movement developed from a Christian
women’s perspective as a creative response to issues of concern around the world. Each year, the
prayer service is prepared by a different women’s committee, this year from Vanuatu, and distributed
around the world for all to participate. Over the past seven years, it is estimated that the World Day
of Prayer service was translated into more than 90 languages, and experienced by over 16 million participants in over 170
countries.
The prayer for 2021 is based upon the theme, Build on a Strong Foundation
(Matthew 7:24-27), by which we are called to rise and build our lives, our
nations and the world on Jesus and his words, who taught us “In everything,
do to others what you would have them do to you.” Acting on this is our solid
foundation.
On Friday 5 March, students from St Patrick’s College, Mr Kelly and myself
joined the prayer service, which was held at St Mary’s Church, where we
prayed for God to bind us together in the wisdom, justice, compassion, love,
peace and unity that Jesus taught us. This is our strong foundation. May we be
blessed as we follow Jesus, who is the way, the truth and the life.

Mark Casey – Pastoral Care Coordinator
Year 12 Biology Excursion
The Year 12 Biology students recently undertook an excursion to Mackay’s Town Beach in order to
collect data for their Internal Assessment 2 (IA2), the Student Experiment. Students collected abiotic
data such as wind speeds, light intensity and soil salinity in order to help draw conclusions regarding
how these abiotic factors may be affecting the distribution of plants throughout the sand dunes or
affecting biodiversity.
This trip was a vital part of their Student Experiment, hence thorough and accurate data collection was needed.
Throughout the trips students showed exemplary conduct whilst representing the College and collected their data
efficiently. They will now be collating this data into spreadsheets in order to analyse it for their assessment.
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Simon Korneliussen – Vocational and Educational Training Coordinator
Vocational Education and Training Pathways
St Patrick’s College is committed to providing students with pathways to future employment and
training. The beginning of 2021 has been a busy start for Vocational Education.
We can report that Certificate Courses both through the College as RTO, and through outside providers
have started smoothly.
We have twenty-one students across Years 11 and 12 completing external courses through outside providers in a variety
of vocations including Health, Kitchen Operations, Animal Studies, Business, IDMT, Property Services, Dance and Salon
Assistant.
There are currently nine Year 12 students and five Year 11 students under contract as School Based Apprentices or
Trainees with additional inquires for future sign ups still in the process. These are in a variety of occupations including
Carpentry, Mechanical, Auto Electrical, Hospitality, Administration, Childcare and Hair Dressing. School Based Apprentices
generally work one day each week with their employer and complete block release for work experience throughout the
year.
Work Experience
Vocational Education & Training (VET) Pathway students have the opportunity to participate in work placements
throughout each school year. Although work placement is not compulsory, it does fulfil the practical component of the
Certificate Courses being studied at the College and the experience provides the opportunity to gain insight into fields of
interest and enables the students to make informed decisions regarding future employment or further study.
The following dates have been set out for Work Placement for the Vocational Education & Training Students this year.
Year 12
Year 11
Year 12
Year 11
Year 12
Year 11

19 – 23 April
31 May – 4 June
13 – 17 September
13 – 17 September
11 - 22 October
11 - 22 October

Vocational Education & Training Year 12 students have received their application for Work Experience for the first block.
Students are welcome and encouraged to source their own placement and if they choose to do this, they still have time
to return forms. Please let the College know if this is the case. As this block placement is directly after the Easter holidays
and all paperwork is required to be completed before the holidays begin.
Any Year 11 or 12 students wishing to participate in Work placement during the holiday period can collect an application
from the College front office. This should be completed and returned to the finance office as soon as possible. If you are
finding your own placement, form will need to be back by early next week.
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Amanda Sorensen - Teacher
Mackay’s Resource Industry Network International Women’s Day Business Luncheon
On Monday 8 March, I had the privilege of chaperoning four of St Patrick’s finest young ladies to celebrate
International Women's Day. Madison Sammut, Lexie Condon, Delta-Jade Deguara, Ruby Mecoles and
myself attended Mackay’s Resource Industry Network International Women’s Day Business lunch at the
MECC.
During the luncheon, keynote speaker Karen Morley discussed the importance of challenging gender bias and how
predisposed ideas of gender roles in our brains can lead to these gender blindspots. Morley identified six key ways to
increase gender inclusivity both in and out of the workforce and explained pathways
for women and men to champion change together, in unity. #choosetochallenge
was this year's theme for IWD and it serves as a call for all men and women to act
against gender biases globally. International Women’s Day is an incredibly
important opportunity to celebrate women’s achievements and those who have
championed change around diversity and inclusion. These insights will be a great
asset to our college representatives as they prepare for their journey into a world
of empowerment and gender inclusive opportunities.

Keely Hannant – Legal Studies Teacher
Year 11 Legal Studies
On the Tuesday, 9 March, the Year 11 Legal Studies students had the opportunity to attend the Mackay
Courthouse as part of their Unit 1 ‘Beyond Reasonable Doubt’ studies. The students were lucky enough
to see the Supreme, District and Magistrates Court in action. The students gained insight into court
proceedings, how precedent cases influence decisions and the application of penalties and sentencing.
We were also lucky enough to have Mr Craig Worsley along with a recently admitted solicitor Cassidy from ‘Taylors
Solicitors’ to share their expertise about the Criminal Justice System, as well as day-to-day life as a lawyer. The students
had many questions to ask Mr Worsley and Cassidy, and were very eager to learn more. In addition, the students had a
tour of the Courtroom and Jury Room and also spoke with the Supreme Court Bailiff and Judge’s Associate. Again, the
students gained insightful knowledge and understanding of courtroom processes.
As a class, we are looking forward to moving onto our next two topics, ‘Criminal Trial Process’ and ‘Punishment and
Sentencing’ where our newly gained knowledge will be put to the test.
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Keely Hannant and Cathy Le - Zonta Teacher
Z Club
Members of the Z Club have been very busy in the lead up to International
Women’s Day which was celebrated globally on 8 March 2021. On Sunday 7
March, Delta-Jade Deguara and Immogen Martin attended the ZONTA
International Women’s Day High Tea at the Ocean International Hotel. They were
honoured to be sponsored by Ms Jennifer Hickey from The Tax Store.
The girls heard from many empowering guest speakers including Jade McAuley, the Director of Rebel Nation. On
Wednesday, we sold $1 cookies during lunchtime to raise funds and awareness. They were very popular and sold out very
quickly! Another initiative of the Z club was to invite guest speakers to the College to talk about their experiences as
women working in traditionally male dominated fields. Thank you to Senior Constable Donna Hill from the Queensland
Police Service and Mrs Julieanne Gilbert MP for sharing their stories with us. It was a valuable experience for all students
involved considering they are soon to join the workforce. Overall, our celebration of International Women’s Day was a
huge success!

Current Positions Vacant
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