Janelle Agius – Principal
Year 12 Final Documentation
Just a reminder that Year 12 students’ final documentation will
be available from the College from lunchtime on Wednesday 2
December. Students who have outstanding fees or library
books will not be able to receive these documents until these
matters are resolved.

13 November 2020
Dates to remember
NOVEMBER 2020
2-17 Year 12 External Exams
19-26 Year 11 Exam Block
19 Final Assembly
20 Year 12 Graduation Mass

I wish all our graduating students the best as they continue their journey into the next
stage of a wonderful life.

26 Year 11 2021 Orientation Day

Fees and Textbooks
Please ensure that all fees are finalised as soon as possible. Year 12 students should
have returned all their textbooks prior to next Friday’s graduation.

DECEMBER 2020

27 Year 11’s Last Day
27 Year 11 Semi Formal
9

College Office Closes for 2020

JANUARY 2021
18 College Office Opens for 2021

Year 12 Students Driving
I remind students of their obligation to remember to drive safety and obey all road rules
when they leave the College on next Friday. Local police have indicated that there will
be a strong law enforcement presence next Friday (Graduation Day) and over coming
weeks. High spirits that can accompany significant moments such as leaving school for
the last time, should not play out in bad behaviour whilst driving vehicles.

27 Year 11’s Start
28 Year 12’s Start
FEBRUARY 2021
9

Investiture Mass

12 Bishop’s Inservice Day –
Student Free Day
16 Meet and Greet Barbeque

Parties and Young People
Hosting parties for people who are underage is a high risk activity and I remind parents
of the legal obligations and issues that can surround such events. It is important that
any hosts of non-official social events understand they can be held liable in law for any
injury/breaches in criminal law by anyone attending under their supervision. The
College disclaims any responsibility for any non-official functions held.
I refer families to some excellent publications of the Queensland Police Service which
discuss legal implications for young people and alcohol and drugs, and parties.
Alcohol, Drugs & the Law – For Young People
https://www.police.qld.gov.au/programs/drugs/Documents/ADL_Young_Booklet.pdf
Queensland Police Party Safe Brochure
https://www.police.qld.gov.au/initiatives/party-safe

23 Shrove Tuesday
24 Ash Wednesday
MARCH 2021
17 St Patrick’s Day
29 Year 12 Exam Starts
APRIL 2021
1

Year 12 Exam End

1

Term 1 Ends

2021 Mackay Eisteddfod
The Mackay Eisteddfod Association Inc would like to let the schools know the tentative dates for the 2021 Eisteddfod.
11 – 22 August, 2021 - Instrumental, Pianoforte, Choral & Vocal, Highland and Irish
1 – 17 October, 2021 - Dance and Speech & Drama
These dates will be confirmed early next year depending on Covid-19 restrictions in 2021.

The Next Step Survey
The Queensland Government conducts its annual statewide survey of all students who completed Year 12 in 2020
commencing March 2021. The Next Step survey is a brief, confidential survey that gains a comprehensive picture of the
employment, study and life choices made by Queensland school completers in the year after they finish Year 12.
Next year, you will receive a link to participate in this survey. For further information about Next Step is available at
www.qld.gov.au/nextstep/. To provide feedback, I invite you to contact the Next Step team by email at
nextstep@qed.qld.gov.au or on (07) 3055 2845.

Sean Geoghegan – Deputy Principal
Year 12 External Exams
Please find below the timetable for the Year 12 External Exams. Remember that a missed examination
invalidates the contribution, for that subject, to the ATAR calculation.
Please find following the link for the below timetable:
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior/snr_ext_assess_timetable_2020.pdf
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Stephen Mortimer – Assistant to the Principal: Religious Education
Readings at Mass, Sunday 15 November 2020 – Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31…. A worthy wife is invaluable.
Psalm 127, Happy are those who fear the Lord.
Second Reading, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 …. You are children of the light.
Gospel, Matthew 25:14-30 … The rich man, his servants and the talents.
Readings at Mass, Sunday 22 November 2020 – Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of The Universe
First Reading, Ezekiel 34:11-17 …. The Lord will rescue his sheep.
Psalm 22, The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Second Reading, 1 Corinthians 15: 20-28 …. When all has been subjected to Christ, all will be one in Him.
Gospel, Matthew 25:31-46 …. Whenever you serve the least of people, you serve Christ.
Year 12 Graduation
Graduation day is almost upon us. Next Friday we will gather together with the graduating students for 2020.
This year we are unable to celebrate graduation in St Patrick’s Church, which is less than ideal. The connection between
the Parish of Mackay and the College is very important, as the College owes a great deal to the Catholic community of
Mackay. Our graduation mass is a good way to bring the two together and acknowledge our relationship. Social distancing
requirements have forced us to reconsider the venue. This year we will celebrate the Mass in the College hall to
accommodate the number of students we have. I am sorry that these restrictions also prevent us from having all of our
families present.
Despite not being in the Church, I remind everybody that it is still a Mass and the same expectations apply. Father Don
White will lead us in celebration of the Eucharist, with the Body of Christ distributed during the Mass.
At first glance the Gospel reading for the Mass, Luke 17:11-19 Jesus cleanses the Ten Lepers, may seem a strange choice.
In this reading, we hear about Jesus healing ten lepers in a village on the border between Samaria and Galilee. After
healing them, the lepers are sent away, but one returns to thank Jesus. This one Samaritan man recognises the gift he has
been given as coming from God and gives thanks. Many of the graduating students have experienced Catholic Schooling
throughout their entire education. There is no need to thank anybody for their education, as this has been freely given.
But this is an ideal time to thank God for the gift of the people who have shared their talents with these young people
over the past thirteen years. This reading reminds us that when we receive such gifts, it is important to be thankful and
grateful, not selfish and demanding.
The entire graduation will be live streamed via a closed YouTube link. We will publish this link on Thursday 19 November,
so that family and friends may be able to watch the graduation. Bookings to attend onsite in classrooms are also available
and can be booked through the following link - Classroom Viewing of Live Stream Graduation Mass Bookings.
A reminder to students:
♣ To be in full academic uniform for Graduation Mass – this includes long grey pants for boys and stockings for girls. No
hat required.

Tracey McLeod – Assistant to the Principal: Welfare and Administration
Special Report: Having the Alcohol Discussion
With the impending festive season and end of school celebrations, some teenagers may be feeling
ready to party, wanting to put the disruptions, frustrations and disappointments of this past year,
behind them.
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To ensure our young people stay safe during this time, parents and carers are encouraged to have the alcohol discussion
- no matter how difficult or overwhelming it may be. It is important to outline the rules and boundaries around ageappropriate alcohol consumption and what the legal implications may be.
Young people are at greater risk of alcohol-related harm than adults because their brains continue to develop until their
mid-twenties. The safest level of alcohol consumption for teenagers, is no alcohol at all, but this may be difficult to enforce
and may not prevent them from experimenting. However, parents and carers can
influence sensible drinking habits and help minimise the risks.
In this Special Report, a series of discussion points are offered to help make the
conversation about alcohol consumption a little easier. We hope you take time
to reflect on the information offered in this Special Report, and as always, we
welcome your feedback.
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the College for further information or seek
medical or professional help.
Here is the link to your special report https://stpats.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-having-alcoholdiscussion-au
Equipment List for Exams
Students are reminded that normal college uniform, makeup and jewellery rules apply during exam block.
All students are asked to familiarise themselves with the following equipment list for exams:
Approved equipment
Students can bring the following into any assessment:
• Black or blue pens
• 2B pencils, sharpener and eraser
o Note: a 2B pencil is only required for multiple choice questions. Black or blue pens must be used for all
other written responses
• Highlighters
• A clear plastic ruler
• Water in a clear unlabelled bottle
• Asthma inhaler.
Additional subject-specific approved equipment may be required for specific subjects and students should check with
their subject teachers to identify these items.
Prohibited materials
• Mobile phone
• Smart watch or fitness tracker
• Any other electronic device that stores, retrieves, displays or communicates digital information
• Correction fluid or correction tape
• A dictionary
• Erasable pens
• Tissues
Students must remove all non-programmable watches and place them on their desks where they can be seen clearly by
supervisors.
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St Patrick’s College
Exam Procedure – Students
1.

Read your exam timetable carefully and note all exams. This is YOUR responsibility.

2.

Turn up in plenty of time – half hour before most exams or at 8.25 am for morning exams.

3.

Wear academic uniform correctly (in correct uniform or detention).

4.

Phone the College if you are going to be late or are ill. Illness will usually require a medical certificate to
be presented when you return to school. You will still be required to complete the exam.

5.

Bring all necessary equipment – spare pens, calculators, rulers, erasers, extra batteries etc in a clear
container. You will not be allowed to borrow anything during the exams. Do not bring other materials
into the exam.

6.

When called over the PA, line up in classes in alphabetical order so that rolls can be marked. This order is
also the order that you will sit in for the exam. Follow teacher directions.

7.

Dispose of any study notes before you enter the exam room.

8.

Once you enter the exam room you must remain silent and not communicate with any other student in
any way. TO DISRUPT AN EXAM IS A SERIOUS BREACH OF THE COLLEGE BEHAVIOUR CODE.

9.

During perusal time, you may read the items and associated assessment materials. You are not allowed
to touch any writing instrument or other equipment. This time is for reading only. Remember perusal
means read thoroughly, not skim.

10.

During planning time, you may plan how to respond to items and associated assessment material. You
may make notes on the stimulus or planning sheet, but may not commence responding to the assessment
in the response space or booklet. Notes made during planning are not collected, nor are they graded or
used as evidence of achievement.

11.

Do not ask anyone to explain or interpret an assessment item.

12.

For internal exams you may not leave the exam room until the end of the exam.

13.

No food is to be taken into exam rooms and water bottles must be kept on the floor.

14.

If you wish to speak to a supervisor you must raise your hand.

15.

Mobile phones, smart watches and other electronic devices are strictly forbidden in the exam room at
all times.

16.

We are under State and National requirements for the qualifications gained by senior assessment
including exams – these require the College to conduct exams under strict, secure, ethical conditions.

17.

Rearranging an exam can only be done under very exceptional circumstances which MUST be disclosed
to the Deputy Principal – rescheduling exams is not desirable because of the reasons stated in point 16.

18.

Do not cheat or help others to cheat. All work submitted must be your own. Do not look at or copy another
student’s work.

19.

Stop writing immediately when instructed to do so by a supervisor.

20.

Do not leave the assessment room until instructed by a supervisor.
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Karlie Tatchell – Regional Indigenous Education Liaison Officer
NAIDOC Week
Ngandadyi (Hello)

This week marks NAIDOC week which is being celebrated across
our community and the nation. Our College celebrated NAIDOC in
Term 3 and I hope you able to get to one or some of the activities
in our community. A schedule is attached below for you to view.

Danika Hurley – College Counsellor
The Churches of Christ Care Mackay Child and Family Plus Service is facilitating the Parentshop Engaging
Adolescents parenting course. This is parenting course aimed at caregivers with children aged between
12 and 18. The course will support caregivers to develop their understanding of adolescents and
providing age-appropriate parenting adolescents.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This course will be run over three sessions in 2020 on the 30 November, 7 December and 14
December, from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm at the Churches of Christ Care Mackay office (110B Wood St).
This a FREE parenting course.
To be eligible, the caregiver must have a child under 18 in their care who is not subject to Child Safety
intervention.
Participants must attend all three sessions to complete the program.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, numbers for the group are limited, so referrals should be made promptly and
children will be unable to attend.
Referrals can be made by participants or support services by calling Shaye or Reece on 4953 6100 or completing
the attached referral form and emailing this to mackaytfs@cofcqld.com.au.
Referrals for the program are due by the 26 November 2020.
See the attached flyer for more information.

Please see Community Notices section for more information.
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Christmas Food Hampers
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Community Notices
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