Janelle Agius – Principal
This weekend we celebrate Father’s
Day and I would encourage all to
remember their fathers, or those who
fulfil the father role in their lives, on
Sunday. In reflecting on my own life, I
was blessed to have a wonderful,
gentle and caring man as my Dad.
Year 12 Retreat
Catholic schooling is centred on our spirituality as Catholics and the development of the
Catholic community. The Year 12 Retreat is a very important aspect of our Catholic life
at St Patrick’s College. I wish to thank all students who participated and express my
disappointment of the many that decided not to attend.
This week the Year 12 students had a two day retreat with Mr Michael Fitzpatrick. Many
of the students have had a one day experience with Mr Fitzpatrick previously, but all
have agreed that the Year 12 retreat, with its focus on setting things right for the next
stage of their journey, has been most significant and memorable for them.
The highlight of the retreat for many students was the web of connections, that they
created by discussing significant events that have occurred in their two years at the
College. The web was then symbolically cut, indicating what will happen as they
graduate in a few short weeks and disperse, each taking their piece of the story with
them. In a ritual held in the middle of the day, students acknowledged each other,
forgave each other and supported each other. Students also received a blessing from
the Leadership team. Students were also challenged during the retreat to think about
their participation in the wider church community.
Year 11 and 12 Exam Timetable
The Term 3 exam timetable is now available through Parent Lounge, Student Café and
the College Website. I encourage all students to be aware and start preparing now with
reversion for these upcoming examinations. If you have any concerns with your exam
timetable, please come into the College office and let the ladies know.
Music Ministry
Just a reminder that this Sunday night will be an opportunity for students and staff to
participate in the Regional Mass at St Patrick’s Church, commencing at 6.00 pm. This
event is greatly appreciated by all parish members and I urge as many possible College
members to show support. A reminder that will COVID regulations, please register your
attendance or sign in at the door.

4 September 2020
Dates to remember
SEPTEMBER 2020
1-3 Year 11 2021 Enrolment
Interviews
4

Student Free Day Confirmation
Event

9-18 Year 12 Mock Exams
10-18 Year 11 Exam Block
16-21 CBSQ Basketball Tournament
18 Last Day of Term 3
OCTOBER 2020
5

Queens Birthday Public Holiday

6

Term 4 Commences

7-8 Artist in Residence
9

Year 11 Retreat

10 Year 12 Formal
6-16 Year 12 Industry Placement
12-16 Year 11 Industry
Placement
15 St Patricks’s College Cultural
Awards Evening
16 St Patrick’s College Sports
Award Evening
17-18 Mackay Orchestra & Bands
Festival
20 Valedictory Evening
26 Year 12 External Exams Start
27 Year 11 Awards Night

NUMBER FOR SMS
The number to send
SMS Messages
regarding
student absence is

0416 906 288

New Catholic Secondary College – Naming Process
As part of the naming process for the new Catholic Secondary College, South Mackay, you are invited to complete the
Google Form below to provide the Steering Committee with your preference for a college name, or provide an alternative
name for consideration. It is recommended to use Google Chrome as the preferred browser when completing this form.
The Steering Committee will shortlist three names for consideration by Bishop Michael. A final decision on the name of
the college will be made by Bishop Michael during Term 4.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVpK8YhMoIQx1JSOGhyYpFH3blwIiEKzsTBtvegyhlkhhDMA/viewform
Sporting Competitions
I would like to acknowledge all the sporting teams who have over the past term, represented St Patrick’s College.
Congratulations to you all and it is great to see the teams being able to be active in the sports the enjoy. A special thank
you to the Rugby League football players who have travelled to various locations as part of the Aaron Payne Cup. All our
sporting students have worn their St Pat’s team uniforms with pride and displayed great sportsmanship on behalf of the
College.
I would also like to acknowledge the staff members, both teaching and ancillary, who volunteer their time to train, mentor
and travel with our sporting teams. Without your support, these sporting events would not be possible. Thank you to
everyone involved. Best wishes to the Basketball teams playing in the Champion Basketball School of Queensland
Tournament (CBSQ Tournament) held in Brisbane in the last week of term.
Enrolment Processes for 2021
Enrolment applications for Year 11 2021 at St Patrick’s College are now open and can be accessed through the Quick Links
area on the Home Page of our website - http://www.stpats.qld.edu.au/index.php/2012-07-06-00-31-36
Dates in relation to the enrolment process are listed below for your information if you have a student in Year 10 or you
know of others who may be interested in enrolling in the College next year.
End term 3

Notification of acceptance.

26 November

Orientation Day.

Triple P Free for all Queensland Families!
Free access to world-renowned parenting program Triple P is available to all parents.
More than 85,000 parents, carers and grandparents have picked up new positive parenting skills and strategies (that really
work!) since the program was first offered. And new funding means parents of both younger children and teenagers can
continue to access specialised Triple P programs anywhere in Queensland, online or in person.
To find out more, visit www.triplep-parenting.net.

Stephen Mortimer – Assistant to the Principal: Religious Education
Readings at Mass, Sunday 6 September 2020 – Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, Ezekiel 33:7-9 …. Ezekiel is to be the watchman for Israel.
Psalm 94, O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not your hearts.
Second Reading, Romans 13:8-10 …. Love your neighbour.
Gospel, Matthew 18:15-20 … Find ways to win others over; prayer shall be answered.
Readings at Mass, Sunday 13 September 2020 – Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, Sirach 27: 30 – 28:7 …. Hate and anger lead to death; love and forgiveness to the kingdom.
Psalm 102, The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and rich in compassion.
Second Reading, Romans 14:7-9 …. Christ is Lord of the living and the dead.
Gospel, Matthew 18:21-35 …. Parable of the official who, receiving mercy, does not show it to others.
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Year 12 Retreat
Over the past two days, Year 12 students of St Patrick’s had the opportunity to come together and speak about their
relationships and experiences they have shared together. As a big group of students, they do not get many opportunities
to talk with each other as a whole. By taking the opportunity to attend the retreat, many of the students had the fortune
to meet others students from their year level they would not normally interact with.
Students of the graduating class of 2020 could very easily feel as if their entire school career has been one long
experiment and that they have missed out on so much. To take a pessimistic view of their education would miss many
of the great positives for them.
•
•

•
•
•

They had a full year in Prep – previously many students started directly in Year one and took some time to be
ready for school. These students fell quickly behind other students and never caught up.
They started Year 7 at high school – I have worked in primary schools where Year 7 teachers would consistently
comment about the students being ready for high school and filling in time. Most students thrived in the
environment where they changed rooms and teachers throughout the day.
They are older in Year 12 – students are able to obtain their licences earlier, for good or bad, they spend less
time on buses to and from school.
No QCS test – students have missed out on sitting for the Queensland Core Skills test. Parents with older children
understand how much anxiety was caused by this test.
COVID-19 meant less assessment – Lock down in 2020 has created confusion and stress. However, the removal
of a piece of assessment from general subjects has been a positive for the students. Less stress.

Many of the St Patrick’s College past students speak with fondness about their relationship with the other students of
the College. This bond between students is built upon their experiences between lessons: the sports fixtures,
rehearsals/performances, the camps/excursions and the lunch time activities. The retreat was an opportunity to revisit
and reflect upon the significance of these events and experiences for these students.
With the increase in demands upon the students and the demands of workplace safety, many of the school events from
years gone by are harder to maintain in the school year. Experiences are becoming fewer for the students. That is why it
is important for us to maintain events like the retreat, so that the students still have an opportunity to come together
and develop their relationships, as class mates. For those who attended, I am sure, you found it a worthwhile experience.
In the years to come the past students of St Patrick’s College will remember the people more than the buildings.
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Parish Mass Update – Churches are open
Through the collaborative efforts of a number of Faith communities around Queensland, a plan for Church services has
been developed with the approval of the Queensland Government. An industry COVID safe plan for places of worship is
in place to minimise the risk of the spread of the disease.
Each parish has a COVID Team, who are responsible for implementing the industry plan which Bishop Michael has agreed
to. Thank you, to the members of our parish councils, liturgical teams and parishioners who make up these teams. Regular
Catholic Church services have resumed in Mackay. Within the Southern Cluster of Mackay, the organisation for each of
the different Churches may differ due to the physical size of the Church space, for example, numbers for each service may
be restricted to less than 100 for smaller Churches, such as St Mary’s. St Patrick’s Church, on River Street is able to
accommodate over 100 people.
To facilitate organisation and determine numbers for each mass, we have been asked to book a ticket for masses, this can
be done through a booking service. However most services are not full and you are able to sign in at the door before the
start of the service. If you would like to book ahead (which does help the parish team):
https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF or you can book through the Southern Cluster of Mackay Website:
https://www.mackaycatholics.net/

Tracey McLeod – Assistant Principal Welfare Administration
SPECIAL REPORT: Celebrating Father’s Day
For many years now, the role of fathers has changed and evolved. During the industrial revolution,
fathers were often considered detached and distant due to working long hours in factories. However,
today things have changed dramatically, with many dads being celebrated for being sensitive, caring
and more hands-on.
Recent studies have shown that children benefit greatly from having fathers who are present and interacting in everyday
activities. This has transformed the understanding of how fathers shape children’s lives from the start, challenging
conventional ideas of parenthood and gender.
Research also suggests that fathers influence their sons and daughters in different ways, which is especially true during
their transition to adolescence. Engaging in regular physical activities can play a key role in influencing children to learn
self-control, face challenges, regulate emotions and take manageable risks.
In this Special Report, fathers will learn about the positive impact they can have on their child’s mental health and
wellbeing, whilst also ensuring they indulge in a little self-care. We hope you take time to reflect on the information
offered in this Special Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further information or seek
medical or professional help.
Here is the link to your special report https://stpats.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/celebrating-fathers-day
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2020 Term 3 Year 11 & 12 Exam Timetable

Students are asked to note the exam timetable below and see Mrs McLeod for alternative times if they
have an exam clash.
All students are required to be in attendance at least 20 minutes before the start of the exam with all
materials.
Day
Wednesday
September 9

Time
8:30am

Year 11Exam
Normal Classes for all Year 11
students

Day
Wednesday
September 9

Time
8:30am

Year 12 Exam
12 EMA
12 GMA
12 SMA Technology Free

Thursday
September 10

Friday
September 11

Monday
September 14

Tuesday
September 15

Wednesday
September 16

Thursday
September 17

Friday
September 18

11:39am

Normal Classes for all Year 11
students

8:45am

11 eng

135 mins

11:45am

11 bio

120 mins

8:45am

11 gma
11 sma Technology Free

125 mins
60 mins

11:45am

11 bus
135 mins
11 mus
135 mins
11 sma Technology Active 65 mins

8:45am

11 ema
11 mma Technology Free

11:45am

11 mma Technology Active 65 mins

8:45am

11 che
11 art
11 c2s

120 mins
120 mins
120 mins

11:45am

11 fan
11 mhi

130 mins
135 mins

8:45am

11 phy

120 mins

11:45am

11 ahi
11 ftv

135 mins
135 mins

8:45am

11 lit
11 acc
11 aes

135 mins
135 mins
120 mins

11:45am

11 geo
11 dra

135 mins
140 mins

8:45am

11 sor
11 com (by request)

135 mins
150 mins

11:45am

11 dig

130 mins

Thursday
September 10

Friday
September 11

65 mins
60 mins

Monday
September 14

Tuesday
September 15

Wednesday
September 16

Thursday
September 17

Friday
September 18
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65 mins
95 mins
95 mins

11:39am

12 GMA
95 mins
12 SMA Technology Active 95 mins

8:45am

12 CHE

100 mins

11:45am

12 CHE

100 mins

8:45am

12 BUS

135 mins

11:45am

12 PE

130 mins

8:45am

12 BIO

100 mins

11:45am

12 BIO

100 mins

8:45am

12 MMA Technology Free 95 mins

11:45am

12 MMA Technology Active 95 mins

8:45am

12 PHY

100 mins

11:45am

12 PHY
12 LEG

100 mins
135 mins

8:45am

12 SOR
135 mins
12 COM (by request) 150 mins

11:45am

12 GEO
12 AES
12 ACC

135 mins
130 mins
135 mins

8:45am

12 DIG
12 FAN
12 MHI

135 mins
130 mins
135 mins

11:45am

12 DES
12 ELX

130 mins
150 mins

St Patrick’s College – Student Exam Procedure
1.

Read your exam timetable carefully and note all exams. This is YOUR responsibility.

2.

Turn up in plenty of time – half hour before most exams or at 8.25 am for morning exams.

3.

Wear academic uniform correctly (in correct uniform or detention).

4.

Phone the College if you are going to be late or are ill. Illness will usually require a medical certificate to
be presented when you return to school. You will still be required to complete the exam.

5.

Bring all necessary equipment – spare pens, calculators, rulers, erasers, extra batteries etc in a clear
container. You will not be allowed to borrow anything during the exams. Do not bring other materials
into the exam.

6.

When called over the PA, line up in classes in alphabetical order so that rolls can be marked. This order is
also the order that you will sit in for the exam. Follow teacher directions.

7.

Dispose of any study notes before you enter the exam room.

8.

Once you enter the exam room you must remain silent and not communicate with any other student in
any way. TO DISRUPT AN EXAM IS A SERIOUS BREACH OF THE COLLEGE BEHAVIOUR CODE.

9.

During perusal time, you may read the items and associated assessment materials. You are not allowed
to touch any writing instrument or other equipment. This time is for reading only. Remember perusal
means read thoroughly, not skim.

10.

During planning time, you may plan how to respond to items and associated assessment material. You
may make notes on the stimulus or planning sheet, but may not commence responding to the assessment
in the response space or booklet. Notes made during planning are not collected, nor are they graded or
used as evidence of achievement.

11.

Read the whole paper during perusal and ask questions at that time.

12.

Do not ask teachers how to answer questions – they cannot tell you and it wastes your valuable time.

13.

At St Patrick’s you may not leave the exam room until the set time, ie the end of the exam.

14.

No food is to be taken into exam rooms and water bottles must be kept on the floor.

15.

If you wish to speak to a supervisor you must stand in your place. Do NOT raise your hand.

16.

MP3s, iPods, Mobile Phones etc are strictly forbidden in the exam room at all times.

17.

We are under State and National requirements for the qualifications gained by senior assessment
including exams – these require the College to conduct exams under strict, secure, ethical conditions.

18.

Rearranging an exam can only be done under very exceptional circumstances which MUST be disclosed
to the Administration of the College – rescheduling exams is not desirable because of the reasons stated
above.

19.

SCHOOL NOTICES will be posted on noticeboards each day. Please check these for any important
information.

20.

If cheating occurs during the exam the student will be removed from the room immediately and paper
invalidated.

21.

If a breach is discovered after the exam the paper will be invalidated.
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Karlie Tatchell – Regional Indigenous Education Liaison Officer
QATSIF Graduation
Ngandadyi {Hello in Yuwi language}
Recently at the College, we celebrated the graduation of our QATSIF students and the start of their
next chapter in life. Guests included Mayor Greg Williamson, staff from Mercy College Mackay, parents
and our Parish Priests.
Lawson Allen gave a heartfelt reflection, on how QATSIF has impacted upon his learning journey and Mr Stephen Mortimer
spoke one on educating all people about the true history of Indigenous history in Australia. All members of the St Patrick’s
College Leadership Team would like to wish the QATSIF students the very best.

Deborah Millar – Indigenous Teaching Assistant
On Monday 31 August, the College was happy to welcome the Indigenous Career and Transitions
Pathways Officer Shelley Major, who spoke with our Year 12 students about their career choices and
what the future holds for them. The students participated in an information session about the choices
they can make after they finish school.
On Tuesday 1 September, we hosted the Year 10 students from Holy Spirit and Mercy College as part
of the Year 10 Deadly Learning Session. Presenters from Central Queensland University and Queensland Health were here
to speak to the Year 10 students about getting a head start on their studies. A past student Rhys Mackenzie, also spoke
about the benefits of having the support and advice from those who work in Catholic Education.
A big thank you to those that attended the event.

Danika Hurley – College Counsellor
QTAC
I have been busy seeing many Year 12 students mapping out their future pathways post schooling and
ensuring they have set up their QTAC and ATAR accounts.
Below is useful information provided by QTAC regarding the first ATAR release and how to apply for this
and QTAC.

Page | 7

Get ready for Queensland's first ATAR release!
ATARs will be communicated to students at 9:00 am on Saturday 19 December
via a new purpose built ATAR Portal.
The ATAR is an online release only, therefore the only way a student can access
their ATAR, if they have not yet done so, is by signing up HERE.
Before signing up, students will need to have the below info ready:
•
•
•
•

Name
Date of Birth
LUI
Email address (personal, not school)

This information is matched against their QCAA Learning Account. Below is a ‘how
to’ video to support this new platform. Students who are applying interstate also
need to sign up to the QTAC ATAR Portal.
ATAR Hotline
QTAC has set up a dedicated ATAR hotline for students and parents to call if they
have any ATAR specific questions ph: 1300 193 173.
QTAC Application

Those students applying to tertiary study in 2021 will need to signup to the
ATAR Portal AND complete a QTAC Application as per previous years.
Pathways into University
It can be ‘quite painful’ trawling through university websites looking for domestic student undergraduate information. I
have included supports available to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and campus locations.
Australian Catholic University
Adelaide, Ballarat, Brisbane, Canberra, Melbourne, Rome and Sydney (North Sydney and Strathfield)
ACU Admission Pathways ACU Covid Response ACU Weemala Support Indigenous Students
Bond University
Gold Coast
Bond Admission Criteria
Bond Covid response Bond Nyombil Indigenous Support
Central Queensland University & TAFE CQU Admission Pathways
16 campuses – Cairns, Rockhampton, Bundaberg, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth, Sydney, Mackay
CQU Direct Entries CQU Indigenous Support
Griffith University
Gold Coast, Logan, Mt Gravatt, Nathan and South Bank
Griffith Admission Pathways Griffith Gumurrii First People's Support Unit
James Cook University
Townsville, Cairns, Singapore, Brisbane plus Study Centres in Mackay, Mt Isa, Thursday Island
JCU Admission Pathways JCU Indigenous Education & Research Centre
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Queensland University of Technology
Gardens Point, Kelvin Grove
QUT Admission Pathways QUT Oodgeroo Unit Indigenous Support
Southern Cross University
Coffs Harbour, Gold Coast, Lismore
Southern Cross Entry Pathways
SCU Indigenous Student Support
SCU Gnibi College
TAFE Queensland
50 locations TAFE QLD Locations
TAFE QLD academic pathways
TAFE Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Support
Torrens University
Brisbane, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney
Torrens Admission Pathways
University of Queensland
St Lucia, Gatton, Herston
UQ Admissions
UQ Student Services & ATSIS Unit
University of Southern Queensland
Toowoomba, Springfield, Ipswich
USQ School Leaver Entry USQ CISER Indigenous Support Unit
University of Sunshine Coast
Sippy Downs, Petrie, Gympie, South Bank, Caboolture, Hervey Bay
USC Pathways to Study
USC Indigenous Services

Simon Korneliussen – Vocational and Educational Training Coordinator
Career Advice
Queensland Skills Gateway - Find out more information about occupations, courses and qualifications
offered through universities, registered training organisations and agricultural colleges visit:
Queensland Skills Gateway website: http://www.skillsgateway.training.qld.gov.au/
My future, My choice videos
The My future, My choice Program consists of a workbook and a series of four videos that trace the stages of preparing
for employment—from getting ready for an interview to understanding the job landscape.
Visit https://desbt.qld.gov.au/training/training-careers/career/my-future-my-choice
Contact the Department of Employment, Small Business and Training on 1800 210 210 for more information.

Phillip Reid – Science Ambassador
Science Week
Good Morning Everyone, as you all know, last week we celebrated National Science Week. I would like
to thank everyone who got involved.
On Monday 17 August, we demonstrated a chemistry experiment called ‘Elephants Toothpaste’. We
wish we could have made the experiment larger, however due to the amount of heat produced, it would
have been too dangerous. On Tuesday 18 August, we held an egg dropping competition in D5, where
four teams created great contraptions, however only one team successfully transported their egg to the ground without
breaking it. On Wednesday 19 August, we had a Senior Mechanical Engineer attend with two of his co-workers, a Project
Engineer and Designer. They had great knowledge and insight into a career in engineering and design, and everyone who
attended their presentation, got the opportunity to ask in depth questions about their career and were given valuable
advice. Students who attended definitely gained a lot of knowledge into what engineering involves.
On Thursday 20 August, Yvette and her friend Jenny brought a five month old wallaroo and wallaby, and a young possum
currently being rehabilitated. They also shared lots of knowledge on what they do and shared many interesting facts about
our Australian wildlife. This was definitely everyone’s favourite activity during the week.
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Lauren Rickards – Science Ambassador
Along with the activities held each day, everyone got the opportunity to participate in a Science Quiz.
We quizzed everyone on topics relating to many fields of science. After counting everyone’s papers on
Friday, we had 92 participants. The points scored by the houses were as follows, Colin house – 126, Rice
house – 122, McAuley house – 109, Chisholm house – 69. Of the 92 entries, 71 went into the draw for a
$50 Canelands voucher and before we draw the winner, I’d like to thank everyone who participated in
Science Week and the Science Quiz.
The winner of the $50 Canelands Voucher is Paris Santacaterina.

Samantha Nutt – Pastoral Care Coordinator
Girls Rugby League
Recently, the St Patrick’s girls Rugby League team participated in the Mackay District Gala Day
Competition, which ran across two full days on Tuesday 11 August and Thursday 27 August. The girls
were successful yet again, winning three games and drawing one. The team consisted of Lara
Waterson, Jessica Doring, Hannah Zeglio, Kayla Shepherd, Emily Bella, Eden Grigg, Kamiah Grigg, Lara
Hutchinson, Paige Smith, Page Brodel, Ruby Mecoles, Amber Ansell, Casey Manzelmann, Lucy Garner,
Caitlin Brownsey, Ayva Gauci, Eve Doull and McKeely
Lawton.
The girls all played exceptionally well. I would like to say a massive
thankyou to Sam Bliss for helping out with the team this year. We were
very lucky to have such a knowledgeable sportswoman and role model to
look up to. A special mention also goes out to Tanya Anderson - we are so
thankful for all the time you dedicate to the girls both before school and
after school.

Mark Casey – Pastoral Care Coordinator
Rugby Sevens
St Patrick’s College entered a team in the Open Females Division of the recent Rugby Sevens
Tournament held in Mackay at Quarry Hill.
The team began the tournament in an outstanding display in which they defeated Mackay State High
School 33-5. Tries were scored by McKeely Lawton, Eve Doull, as well as Emily Bella crossing the line
twice. The girls showed very enterprising play, by making yards through the middle and supporting
each other well in broken play.
Next, St Patrick’s College defeated Mackay Christian College 22-10. with tries to Lara Waterson, Jessica Doring, Lucy
Garner and Brodie Walsh. Again the girls showed great grit by muscling up in the middle of the field, than using the speed
of the outside backs to their advantage. Their last pool game was a hard fought victory 10-7 over a Barbarians team, in
which Hannah Zeglio scored twice.
The team was unable to repeat their earlier heroics against Mackay Christian
College, losing the Grand Final 10-5, with Jessica Doring crossing for their
solitary try. St Pat’s was on the wrong end of a lop-sided penalty count and
had some injuries to key players in earlier rounds. Other students involved in
the day included Paige Smith, Amber Ansell and Brooke Waterson. Despite
this loss, the girls played outstanding Rugby and should be proud of the effort
and mettle they exhibited throughout the day.

Page | 10

