Janelle Agius – Principal
Last week, we celebrated Catholic Education Week with the
theme "Celebrating 175 years of Catholic Education in
Queensland". I often ask the students "What makes Catholic
Education different?" The answer I seek, is that a Catholic
school has Gospel values at its core, and Christ's mercy in its
actions. As we strive to acknowledge and serve others, through
God's mercy, we ‘Seek Christ’ - our school's motto. Our compassion for those in need
and the dedication to go that extra mile - that is our mission, one that demands action.

5 August 2020

Dates to remember
AUGUST 2020
11 McAuley House Day
14 Mackay Show Public Holiday
19 QATSIF Graduation
24-28 Year 11 2021 Enrolment
Interviews Start
28 Rats of Tobruk Ceremony
SEPTEMBER 2020

Recognition of Leadership in our Schools
At assembly last week Michael McCusker, Assistant to the Director Northern Region,
presented Mr Sean Geoghegan with a plaque recognising over 20 years of holding a
leadership position with Catholic Education. This significant achievement demonstrates
a selflessness and a tireless commitment to the ministry of Catholic Education.
Sean’s leadership journey began in South Africa as Deputy Head at St Benedict’s College
in Johannesburg in 1994. In 2003, Sean joined our diocesan staff as Assistant Principal
Pastoral Services at St Patrick’s College in Mackay, later taking on the Assistant Principal
Curriculum role in 2016, and then in 2019 his current role as Deputy Principal. As an
experienced senior educator, Sean always strives to impart a deep sense of purpose and
knowledge to students and staff, and constantly reflects on the effectiveness of his
leadership. Sean utilises his many gifts as a skilled orator, to share insights and
important learnings with the College community and we are very grateful for his
dedicated contribution to Catholic Education. Congratulations Sean!

1-2 Year 12 Retreat
1-3 Year 11 2021 Enrolment
Interviews
4

Student Free Day Confirmation
Event

10-18 Year 11 Exam Block
14-18 Year 12 Mock Exams
16-21 CBSQ Basketball Tournament
18 Last Day of Term 3
OCTOBER 2020
5

Queens Birthday Public Holiday

6

Term 4 Commences

7-8 Artist in Residence
9

Year 11 Retreat

9

St Patricks’s College Cultural
Awards Evening

10 Year 12 Formal
12-16 Year 11 & Year 12 Industry
Placement
16 St Patrick’s College Sports
Award Evening
17-18 Mackay Orchestra & Bands
Festival
20 Valedictory Evening
26 Year 12 External Exams Start
27 Year 11 Awards Night
NUMBER FOR SMS

College Sporting Teams
Recently, a number of our College sporting teams have been able to return to
competition. It is great to see sport return following the recent restrictions. I would
like to wish everyone all the best in their competitions and congratulate students and
staff for their commitment and dedication to our College.

The number to send
SMS Messages
regarding
student absence is

0416 906 288

Parent Teacher interviews
Thank you to our staff, parents and students who attended Parent – Teacher interviews last Thursday evening. I take this
opportunity to remind students that this is an important and busy time for both year levels. Assessment this term is
critical. Study can be overwhelming if not managed properly. Assessment needs to be planned and attacked at the earliest
opportunity. Revision should also begin early. Students should map out their commitments in study and all aspects of
their lives as they move through August and September. Students should also take advantage of tutorials run by staff and
make use of the library opening hours and Saturday School.
Parents and students are reminded that the assessment planner for each year can be found on the college website –
www.stpats.qld.edu.au.

Enrolment Processes for 2021
Enrolment applications for Year 11 2021 at St Patrick’s College are now open and can be accessed through the Quick Links
area on the Home Page of our website - http://www.stpats.qld.edu.au/index.php/2012-07-06-00-31-36
Dates in relation to the enrolment process are listed below for your information if you have a student in Year 10 or you
know of others who may be interested in enrolling in the College next year.
10 August

Notification of enrolment interview date emailed out during week commencing 10
August.

24 August

Formal enrolment and subject advisory interviews with a member of the College
Leadership Team will begin during the week of 24 August.

End term 3

Notification of acceptance.

26 November

Orientation Day.

Stephen Mortimer – Assistant to the Principal: Religious Education
Readings at Mass, Sunday 9 August 2020 – Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, 1 Kings 19:9, 11-13 …. The Lord passes by Elijah as a whisper.
Psalm 84, Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.
Second Reading, Romans 9:1-5 …. Serving Christ involves some pain.
Gospel, Matthew 14:22-33 … Jesus walks on the water.
Readings at Mass, Sunday 16 August 2020 – Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 …. The Lord’s justice is about to be revealed.
Psalm 66, O God, let all the nations praise you!
Second Reading, Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 …. God’s gifts are irrevocable.
Gospel, Matthew 15:21-28 …. A Canaanite woman asks Jesus to heal her daughter.
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Parish Mass Update - Churches are open
Through the collaborative efforts of a number of Faith communities around Queensland, the plan for the reopening of
Churches, developed with the approval of the Queensland Government. An industry COVID safe plan for places of worship
was developed to minimise the risk of the spread of the disease.
Each parish has a COVID Team which is responsible for implementing the Industry Plan which Bishop Michael has agreed
to for our Diocese. Thanks to members of our parish councils, liturgical teams and parishioners who make up these teams.
Within the Southern Cluster of Mackay, planning and organisation for each of the different Churches may differ due to
the physical size of the Church space for example, numbers for each service may be restricted to less than 100 for smaller
Churches, such as St Mary’s. St Patrick’s Church, on River Street is able to accommodate over 100 people.
To facilitate organisation and determine numbers for each mass, we have been asked to book a ticket for masses, this can
be done through a booking service. However most services are not full and you are able to sign in at the door before the
start of the service. If you would like to book ahead (which does help the parish team):
https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF or you can book through the Southern Cluster of Mackay Website:
https://www.mackaycatholics.net/

Tracey McLeod – Assistant Principal Welfare Administration
Learning Management System (LMS)
The College has instigated the use of the Learning Management System (LMS) as a form of
communication with students and parents regarding assessment. The due dates for all assessment
items due for all units are added to LMS and should be viewable through Parent Lounge and Student
Café. Assessment due dates are easily seen by students through the ediary tab on Student Café.
Results for each piece of assessment as well as comments, will be added to LMS once they have been marked and
moderated by teaching staff. Parents may view results, due dates, and where appropriate, the actual assessment items,
through Parent Lounge. These can be found by logging onto Parent Lounge and selecting from the top menu Student
details → Curricular Activities or from the side menu Curricular Activities Due →view all activities or activities due. You
will also be able to view if your student has outstanding drafts for any subject.
This Month on SchoolTV - School Refusal
School refusal, sometimes called school avoidance or school phobia, is not uncommon. It is different to ‘wagging’ or
truancy and is often related to worry or anxiety-related issues about going to school. School refusal may start gradually
or happen suddenly. Although it is normal for a child to occasionally miss a day of school, parents should only be concerned
if a child regularly complains about feeling sick or often asks to stay home due to minor physical complaints.
School refusal is a complex issue as there is rarely a single cause. It affects children of all ages across primary and secondary
levels. It can often occur during times of transition at school. More recently, the Coronavirus pandemic has disrupted the
educational experience of all students, affecting some more than others. Dealing with a school refusal child can affect the
whole family, adding pressure to an already challenging time. School refusal is not considered a formal psychiatric
diagnosis. It’s a name given to an emotional and/or behavioural problem.
In this edition of SchoolTV, adult carers will learn how best to approach this issue and work towards a solution. We hope
you take time to reflect on the information offered in this month’s edition, and we always welcome your feedback.
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact
the school for further information or seek medical or professional help.
Here is the link to this month's edition
https://stpats.qld.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-refusal
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Danika Hurley – College Counsellor
This week, our Year 12 ATAR students are preparing to activate their ATAR accounts and begin selecting
their courses for QTAC. Following lunchtime presentations on QTAC information and Early Offer
Guarantee, I am now meeting with many students who require individual support in completing this
and will continue doing this over the next few weeks. A reminder for students wishing to apply for Early
Offer Guarantee, that this can be competed at any time by bringing their completed application to
myself. I will be providing a presentation to the P and F this Wednesday night at 6.00pm with additional
information around QTAC and the process our students undertake for university offers in QLD. Everyone is welcome to
attend this presentation.
Do you have what it takes to be a HERO?
Get a sneak peek of what it’s really like to be in a healthcare career at HERO - Health: Exploring the Realm of Opportunity.
This two-day program is a joint collaboration between James Cook University (JCU) and the Mater Hospital that offers
students a unique opportunity to explore Medical, Nursing and Allied Health Careers.
What to expect?
Gain unique insights into careers in health care. Students go behind the scenes at the Mater Hospital, with opportunities
to speak directly with health professionals and get all their questions answered. To help students with their career goals,
JCU advisors will be on hand to provide information about JCU health courses.
Who can apply?
The HERO program is open to students in Year 11 and 12 in Mackay and the surrounding regions (Bowen, Sarina,
Proserpine, Middlemount, Dysart and Moranbah). The program is limited to 20 students for the geographical area.
Run in partnership by JCU and the Mater Hospital Mackay, HERO will be held on 13 and 14 October 2020.
Applications close 7 August.
For more information and to apply for the HERO program, click on the following link:
https://study.jcu.edu.au/HEROProgram.

Simon Korneliussen – Vocational and Educational Training Coordinator
Certificate 3 Guarantee
This program supports school students to access training, and Queensland’s Year 12 graduates to
transition to employment by providing free training in high priority qualifications.
For an overview of what the Certificate 3 Guarantee means for students, view the Certificate 3
Guarantee student fact sheet or visit:
https://desbt.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/8145/c3g-factsheet-student.pdf
For more information phone the Department of Employment, Small Business and Training on 1800 210 210.
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Free TAFE for Year 12 Graduates
Are you a Year 12 graduate looking to develop your skills? Study for FREE
Find out more: https://desbt.qld.gov.au/training/training-careers/incentives/freetafe
For more information phone the Department of Employment, Small Business and Training on 1800 210 210.

Lauren Rickards – UQ Science Ambassador
We have all heard of Nuclear Energy (specifically nuclear fission), still fresh in everybody’s minds is
the devastating affects it has had on our world, including the atomic bombs in World War II and
multiple nuclear plant meltdowns. As of 2019, over 10% of the world’s electricity comes from
nuclear power, with France contributing to 70% of that amount. To date, the US alone has produced
80,000 tonnes of radioactive waste, which is enough to fill a football field 20 metres deep, and it
remains toxic for thousands of years.
So, if it is so risky, why is the world still playing with nuclear ‘fire’. It is because of the potential peaceful benefits of it,
specifically the clean energy and a host of other practical applications around the world. It would be a reliable energy
source that doesn’t pollute the atmosphere, very important considering the global warming issue currently threatening
our earth, hence why going nuclear just can’t be ignored. However, the more nuclear reactors there are the more
radioactive waste to dispose of, which caused a big problem in the late 20th century, where some countries dumped nearly
a million cubic meters of waste in the ocean until it was banned in 1993.
In 2000, Japan was generating up to 30% of its total electricity using nuclear power plants, until 2011 when there was a
devastating meltdown. But did this mark the end of nuclear power? Not by a longshot, because we need nuclear power
more than ever. By 2050, the population of earth is expected to be approximately 9.8 billion (an increase of 2 billion from
today). So, to close the gap of our energy needs, nuclear power in a number of countries may be the only option.
So which countries are you going to trust with this technology? There are five members of the global nuclear club, however
there are rouge nuclear countries that have been caught testing weapons, so what is the answer? A different type of
nuclear energy called nuclear fusion. Instead of splitting the atom, the atoms collide, and their nuclei fuse together,
releasing a huge amount of energy, four times more than nuclear fission, while also leaving none of the toxic residue. But
the intense heat and gravitational power needed is hard to replicate on earth.
One way being developed by scientists is using massive magnetic fields, in a prototype in Germany called the ‘Wendelstein
7-X’, an experimental stellarator. This technology would be a game changer, but until this technique is proven, we are
stuck with the potentially dangerous and wasteful nuclear fission. However, nuclear fission is still considered to be an
effective way to prevent the even bigger threat to the planet, which is carbon emissions from fossil fuels, and this is
because it may be the only way for humanity and the earth to survive.
For more information phone the Department of Employment, Small Business and Training on 1800 210 210.
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Community Notices
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