Janelle Agius – Principal
Holidays
I would like to wish all families a relaxing and happy holiday. All
of our students will have a very busy time in Term 3 and I hope
that they are well rested in preparation. Please note that our
students resume for Term 3 on Monday 12 July.

24 June 2021

Dates to remember
JUNE 2021
25 Year 12 Religion & Ethics Exam
25 Term 2 Ends
27-30 QISSN

“Seek Christ” is the motto of St Patrick’s College. In seeking
Christ, we are striving to be more Christlike in our daily action, in the way that we are
Christ to each other. I feel compelled to reflect briefly on this core tenet of Catholic
community with the lead up to school holidays and the world as we now know it, living
in COVID times. I remind our students and our community to continue to come together.
Supporting each other and abiding by the social distancing and cleaning regulations, in
order to minimise and remove any transmission threat during the upcoming holidays.

27-30 Confraternity Shield

The word community is often overused, and consequently can be devalued. However,
genuinely “Seeking Christ” builds positive, enduring, compassionate and just
relationships, which in turn create that sense of belonging that is a true community. That
is what St Pat’s, like all Catholic schools, is about. As with anything else, a strong
community is dependent upon the hard work of everyone concerned. That effort needs
both direction and constant reinforcement, which is provided by the Christian simplicity
of our motto. The result is that St Pat’s is habitually a place that values people, which in
turn means that, like me, they are proud to be part of a truly Christian community. Thank
you to everyone for your efforts during the past few months.

20 NAIDOC Mass

Best wishes to our cast performing in our musical Fame. Looking forward to watching all
the talent tonight. Thank you to all involved.

JULY 2021
1-2 QISSN
1-2 Confraternity Shield
4-11 NAIDOC Week
12 Term 3 Commences
14 NAIDOC Celebrations St
Patrick’s College
21 Athletics Carnival
22 Subject Selection Evening
29 Parent Teacher Interviews
31 Year 12 Formal
AUGUST 2021
1

Music Ministry

6

Year 12 Mathematics Methods
Exam

9

Year 12 General Mathematics
Exam

9

Year 12 Specialist
Mathematics Exam

SEPTEMBER 2021

End of Unit Reports Cards
Our staff have been busy marking over the last few weeks and preparing reports. Reports
are now available through Parent Lounge for parents to view. Parent teacher night is
Thursday 29 July and bookings for interviews with teachers will also be done via Parent
Lounge.
Confraternity Rugby League and QISSSN Netball
Once again, this July holidays, students from the College will be competing in the
Confraternity Rugby League and QISSSN Netball competitions. It is wonderful to see our
girls Rugby League team competing for the first time. We wish the players, coaches and
support staff a safe, fun and successful week. Everybody has a gift they can share with
the world. Some are great leaders, others are good workers. Some are parents who
mould us as we grow and some give their talents to serving God. Some are musicians who
bring joy through music; others are athletes who instil passion through their
performances. Good luck to all teams! I am looking forward to seeing our talented teams
play in Brisbane.

3

Student Free Day
Confirmation Event

5

Music Ministry

8-17 Year 12 Exam Block
13-17 Year 11 Exam Block
17 Last Day of Term 3
NUMBER FOR SMS
The number to send
SMS Messages
regarding
student absence is

0416 906 288

St Patrick’s Parish – Sunday Mass
This Sunday night, Fr Ashwin Acharya will be celebrating his first Mass at St Patrick’s Church, commencing at 6.00 pm. All
members of the St Patrick’s community are encouraged to attend to help celebrate this milestone.
NAIDOC Mass
As you may be aware, NAIDOC week falls in the second week of the school holidays and first week of Term 1. Our students
will be attending the regional NAIDOC Mass which is being held on Tuesday 20 July. Due to current COVID restrictions,
numbers to this Mass are unfortunately limited. However, we will be holding activities at the College to celebrate this
important week.
Year 12 Formal
A reminder that the formal will be held on Saturday 31 July. Please see Mr Skipper’s newsletter article for further details.
Catholic Education Week
Next term we celebrate Catholic Education Week from Sunday 25 July - Saturday 31 July and this year will focus on the
theme: A Spirited Tomorrow. Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools to celebrate and promote
their distinctive mission and ethos.
We will have more information next term on the activities the College will undertake during this special time.
Enrolment Processes for 2022
The next part of our enrolment process is the Subject Selection Evening on 22 July. We look forward to meeting everyone
again on this night.
22 July

Subject Selection Evening from 3:30pm – 6:30pm in St Patrick’s Hall. Attend at a time to
suit your family.

28 July

Due date for completion of online Enrolment application and Subject Selection forms to be
returned to St Patrick’s College.

9 August

Notification of enrolment interview date emailed out during week commencing 10 August.

23 August

Formal enrolment and subject advisory interviews with a member of the College Leadership
Team will begin during the week of 23 August.

End term 3

Notification of acceptance.

25 November

Orientation Day.

Joseph Kelly – Assistant to the Principal: Mission
Readings at Mass, Sunday 27 June 2021 – 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, Wis 17:22-24… It was the devil’s envy that brought death into the world
Psalm, 29:2, 4-6, 11-13… I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me
Second Reading, 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15… Your abundance should supply their want
Gospel, Mk 5:21-43… Young girl, I say to you, arise
Readings at Mass, Sunday 4 July 2021 – 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, Ezek 2:2-5… The people are rebellious; they shall know there will be a prophet in their midst
Psalm, 122… Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his mercy
Second Reading, 2 Cor 12:7-10… I will glory in my infirmities so that the power of Christ may dwell in me
Gospel, Mk 6:1-6… A prophet is despised only in his own country
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Charles Blondin was a French tightrope walker. On 30 June 1859, he first walked across the great Niagara Falls on a
tightrope that was 335 metres long, and 49 metres above the waterfall. With a balancing pole, Charles Blondin walked
across in only five minutes. He then crossed back again, blindfolded.
Next, he walked across pushing a wheelbarrow. When he got to the other side with the wheelbarrow he was
congratulated, and one man said to him: “That’s superb! Wonderful!” Blondin said to him: “Do you believe I can walk back
again with the wheelbarrow?” “Yes,” said the man in great admiration. “Do you believe I can walk back across the
tightrope with someone in that wheelbarrow?” Again, the man said “Yes, you can do it!” The Blondin asked him: “Will you
get into the wheelbarrow” – but the man refused!
The man firmly believed that Blondin could take a person back across the tightrope in the wheelbarrow. Believing it,
wasn’t enough, because there’s a difference between “belief” (“head knowledge”) and “faith” (trust based on
experience). He didn’t have the personal faith to trust and place himself completely in Blondin’s hands.
Just as a reminder the weekend Masses are listed below - we are a community of faith and it is good to see many of our
students at the different parishes of a weekend. Thank you for living out your faith and being a visible witness to others
in all that you do.
Weekend Masses
Southside Cluster

Northside Cluster

Saturday Vigil Mass
6:00 pm St Mary’s
6:00 pm St Francis Xavier

Saturday Vigil Mass
6:00 pm St Joseph’s
6:00 pm St Brigid’s

Sunday
7:00 am St Patrick’s
7:00 pm St Therese, Alligator Creek
9:00 am St Francis Xavier
9:00 am St Michael’s Sarina

Sunday
7:30 am St Brendan’s
9:00 am St Joseph’s

6:00 pm St Patrick’s Church

Tracey McLeod – Assistant to the Principal: Welfare and Administration
This month on SchoolTV - Friendship & Belonging
Learning how to make new friends and keep them, involves a number of skills every young person
needs to understand and develop. For some these skills will come very naturally, allowing them to
easily move between different friendship groups, sharing their experiences and opening up to new
people. For others, this can be much harder to navigate. Belonging to a group that is like-minded with
similar interests is highly beneficial to a young person’s wellbeing. It gives them a sense of security,
helping them feel valued, which in turn builds their confidence.
Positive friendships are an important part of the journey to adulthood. Adult carers can support their child or teenager by
providing guidance in the many social and emotional skills required for a healthy relationship. This will help them to
obtain, retain and maintain friendships. However, not all friendships are regarded as positive. Sometimes young people
develop negative or toxic friendships. Therefore, it is also important for them to learn how to identify, avoid or deal with
such a friendship.
In this edition of SchoolTV, adult carers can learn how to support their young person’s
friendship so that they experience a sense of belonging. We hope you take time to reflect
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on the information offered in this month’s edition, and we always welcome your feedback.
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the College for further information or seek
medical or professional help.
Here is the link to this month's edition https://stpats.qld.schooltv.me/newsletter/friendship-belonging

Danika Hurley and Susan McKay– College Counsellors
Early Entry into various universities has opened. Numerous students have already
submitted their applications and are now awaiting on confirmation of a conditional
offer. Students are to check each university website for specific details required
when applying to the Early Entry programs.

BHP 2022 Apprenticeship Program has been launched.
Nationally Accredited trades Certificates being offered may include:
• Automotive Electrical (Certificate III in Automotive Electrical Technology)
• Electrical (Certificate III in Electro Technology Electrician)
• Diesel Fitting (Certificate III in Mobile Plant Technology)
• Mechanical Fitting (Certificate III in Engineering - Mechanical Trade)
• Boilermaking (Certificate III in Engineering Fabrication Trade - Boiler Making/Welding)
• Refrigeration Mechanic (Certificate III in Air-conditioning and Refrigeration)
• Plumbing (Certificate III in Plumbing)
• Communications (Cert III in Data, Voice, and Electronics)
• Instrumentation Technician (Cert VI Electrical Instrumentation)
Application close 12:00pm AEST on Wednesday 30 June 2021. Please note late applications will not be accepted.
https://careers.bhp.com/job/BHP-2022-Apprenticeship-Program-QLD-&-NSW/753051200/
Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal 2022 Apprenticeships
• Mechanical Fitter Apprenticeship JOB ID 301
• Apprentice Electrician JOB ID 300
https://www.mrael.com.au/your-career/apprentice-trainee-vacancies/
Hitachi Construction Machinery 2022 Apprenticeship Intake
• Mobile Plant Mechanic, Mackay
• High Voltage Electrician, Mackay
Students are reminded to continually check the Jobs Notice Board outside Ms Hurley’s office where casual/part-time, fulltime and apprenticeships or traineeships are displayed.

Mark Casey – Pastoral Care Coordinator
Reef Guardians

On Monday June 7, the Reef Guardian group gathered after
school at the northern end of Mackay’s Town Beach to
spend time cleaning up the area, collecting bags of litter.
Thank you to the students and staff who assisted in this
activity.
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Daniel Skipper – Pastoral Care Coordinator
Year 12 Formal
Tickets will be on sale from the College Finance office from Monday June 21 until Friday July 16.
Please be aware that our finance office will not be open over the holidays, so there are only ten (10)
business days for students to purchase a ticket.
Tickets this year will be at a cost of $130 each. This covers the cost of the venue, a two course meal, and the entertainment
for the night. When purchasing a ticket, please let our office staff know of any dietary requirements your student may
have. With enough notice the MECC staff can cater for almost any requirements.
Thank you for your support and we hope to provide students with an enjoyable evening.

Simon Korneliussen – Vocational and Educational Training Coordinator
Pedal Prix
St Patrick's College students attended the Pedal Prix event at Palmyra Dragway on Saturday 19 June, to
participate in an eight hour endurance race. The College had two teams racing and the girls team
finished the day strongly in second position in the Senior Girls Division. The team have now been invited
to Emerald to compete in the sixteen hour Pedal Prix race. Thank you to the many people who assisted
the students to prepare for this event. Thank you to our sponsors, Blackwoods, City Gates Fencing,
Jaycar Electronics, P B Fenech, Signarama and Whitsunday STEM Challenge.

On Wednesday 16 June, to celebrate the Festival of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics), students had the opportunity to be involved in the F1 in Schools
competition and a Robotics competition that was being held at the Mackay Entertainment
and Convention Centre. St Patrick’s College teachers, Mr Korneliussen and Mr Gilbert
attended the event showcasing our College built Pedal Prix vehicles.

Marcus McConnell – Cultural Coordinator
Fame
Tickets are now available for the combined St Pat’s/Mercy college production
Fame – The Musical.
Visit the MECC website to purchase tickets for Thursday 24 or Friday 25 June.
The combined students and staff have been putting in a tremendous effort
and will deliver a production that I believe all will enjoy. I encourage everyone to purchase their
tickets now.
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Chad Buckby – Sports Coordinator
Aaron Payne Cup – Mackay Game
The St Pat’s First XIII started their Aaron Payne Cup season off to a flying start with a 42 to 6 win over
Mackay State High School. After an intense first half, where the score was 18 – 0 to St Pat’s, the boys
stepped up, scoring some very entertaining tries. Being the first game in this competition, the team
worked well together.
Liam Doherty was named Man of the Match.

Aaron Payne Cup – Townsville Game
The team travelled to Townsville for the second game of the Aaron Payne Cup. The St Patrick’s College boys created
history, beating Kirwan State High School 18 – 16. The boys started well taking an early lead. St Pat’s next scored after a
powerful run by Liam, with Brady converting to make it 10 – 0. However, after some hard work from the Kirwan boys, at
halftime the score was level at 10 all.
The Pat’s boys played well to finish the game with a win. This result is the first win for the St Patrick’s College boys against
Kirwan State High School in 21 years. A great achievement and congratulations to the boys on playing so well together as
a team, resulting in this history making win.

Samantha Nutt – Girls Rugby League Manager
Girls Rugby League
On Tuesday 8 June, the St Patrick’s Girl’s Rugby League team played a game against Mackay State High
School at the Mackay Junior Rugby League grounds. Despite being down a few players, the Patties
girls managed to triumph and finished the game with a win.
The team will next play at the Confraternity Shield in Brisbane, which is a major focus for our girl’s in
2021. It is not only the highlight of the Rugby League calendar, but the first time this event has been run for women. The
players are excited to be heading to Iona College for the carnival and wish all of the competing schools well in their
endeavours to be crowned champions.
We look forward to 2022 when St Patrick’s/Mercy communities host the Confraternity Shield carnival for the first time
since 1996.
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Tracey McLeod – Netball Coordinator
Four St Patrick’s College Netball teams played in the Grand Final of the Mackay and District Secondary
School Netball competition on 9 June. It was a fantastic year for Netball at Patties, as our teams won
every open division grand final.
Results were as follows:St Pat’s White defeated St Pat’s Black in the Open Social division
St Pat’s Red defeated Mackay Stat High School in double overtime in Open B division
St Pat’s Gold defeated Holy Spirit College to win the Open A division.
Well done students for your great effort and congratulations to every student who participated in the program this year.

Thomas Henderson – Student
The Olympic Games, an athlete’s ultimate dream, the pinnacle of sporting achievements, the
penultimate event. As regional athletes we have as much talent as those of athletes from Capital Cities
such as Brisbane, but we are hindered. From the lack of suitable facilities, to the splashing of cash to
travel for a two-hour training session. However, we are resilient, we persevere, we achieve what many
believe is impossible because so little of us can do it.
Recently, I had the unique opportunity to not only represent Mackay, but the whole of North Queensland at the biggest
stage in Australian Swimming, the Olympic Trials. While I was a major outsider to make the 2020/21 Olympic Games in
Tokyo, the Olympic Trials were for me an opportunity to show Australia, just how good a regional swimmer from a small
can do.
The experience was second to none, lining up in the marshalling room with idols you once idolised, then the realisation
hits you, “I’m going to be racing these boys for a spot on the Olympic team”. The nerves begin to hit you once the officials
call for your heat. Walking down the tunnel out to pool where 3,400 people have assembled to watch you race. Thoughts
going through your head, the times when people told you “You’re not good enough” or “you’re going to fail”, but then
you have the epiphany “I have proven these people wrong, I’m going to win”. Walking out behind those blocks, taking off
your tracksuit getting ready to jump in the water, the only thing that is audible is the sound of your heart pounding and
the long breath of comfort. Once you are in the water the next words you are to hear are “Take your marks”.
Although I did not walk away with the times that I wanted and obviously didn’t make the Olympic team, I walked away
with the lifelong memories of racing at my first Olympic Trials. This experience will translate to
more fire in my belly and a self-determined goal of myself making the Olympics one day and
getting the chance to represent my country, on the biggest sporting stage in the world. I also
proved to the people who did not believe in my abilities and the negative comments that are
directed to myself in regard to my abilities, “that I proved you wrong.”
Even though this experience was something that I can take for many years to come, I would not
have been able to achieve this without the support of so many other people. From my coaches,
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to the wider St Pat’s community who have guided me over the past six months, a massive thank you goes out to you. Paris
2024 here we come.

Hayley Symons – Science Ambassador
Can You Alter Your DNA?
A solution to cancer, blindness, cystic fibrosis and many neurodegenerative disorders? All promising in
the near future, with the assistance of CRISPR-Cas9 technology. The newest, promising advancement
in the world of Biomedicine, CRIPSR-Cas9 is a genome editing tool, boasting time and economic
efficiency, and greater accuracy than has ever been seen in this field.
CRISPR harnesses the natural defense mechanisms of bacteria to cut out portions of human DNA strands, allowing the
DNA to heal itself without the undesired portions. This gene editing technique, may soon allow CRISPR to create healthy
DNA, without the portions that code for diseases and disorders. CRISPR represents “clusters of regularly interspaced short
palindromic repeats”, with Cas9 being the technical name for the “molecular scissors” which cut the strands of DNA.
Credit must be given to the many scientists who have put decades of work into this emerging technology, all for a world
where humans are freed from the debilitating effects of damaging medical conditions.

Community Notices
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