Janelle Agius – Principal
This is the last newsletter for the term. Students on work
placement have been going very well from all reports. On
completion of this exam block, our students and staff can enjoy
a well-deserved break and I would like to wish all students who
will be doing work placement during the holidays all the very
best. A great deal always happens in Term 3 at St Patrick’s
College. It has been good to see the high level of student
engagement in activities the College has offered.

21 September 2020
Dates to remember
OCTOBER 2020
5

Queens Birthday Public Holiday

6

Term 4 Commences

7-8 Artist in Residence
9

Year 11 Retreat

10 Year 12 Formal
6-16 Year 12 Industry Placement

Retreats
A reminder that all students in Year 11 will attend the Year 11 Retreat on Friday of the
first week of Term 4. Students always get a lot out of these days and a reminder that
attendance to this retreat is compulsory.

12-16 Year 11 Industry
Placement

Champions Schools Basketball
Mr Martin Hollis, Mrs Susan de Haas, Miss Samantha Nutt, Mrs Tania Anderson and Mr
Jamiey Doevendans travelled to Brisbane for the Queensland Champion Schools
Basketball Competition during the final week of Term 3. This year, we had both a boys
and girls team competing in the competition. They played well and enjoyed to
competition returning home yesterday. More information and results will be in the first
newsletter issued in Term 4.

17-18 Mackay Orchestra & Bands
Festival

15 St Patricks’s College Cultural
Awards Evening
16 St Patrick’s College Sports
Award Evening

20 Valedictory Evening
26-30 Year 12 External Exams
27 Year 11 Awards Night
NOVEMBER 2020
2-17 Year 12 External Exams
19-26 Year 11 Exam Block

Vale Tim Mulherin
Sadly, yesterday was the State Funeral for Tim Mulherin, former student of Christian
Brother’s College (now St Patrick’s College) and parent. He was a proud ‘Old Boy’ of the
College and was one of the steering members of the graduating class of 1974, who
established the ‘Class of 1974 Bursary’ which is awarded at our opening Mass each year.
Tim was also the proud father to Declan, Liam and Rory who all attended St Pat’s. He
had a distinguished career over many decades and will always be remembered for
sharing his passion and love for life with those around him. We would ask everyone to
keep Erin, Liam, Declan and Rory in your thoughts and prayers. May Tim rest in peace.
Vale Riley O’Grady
We would like to remember and offer our condolences to past St Patrick’s College
student Riley O’Grady’s family. Riley was a student from 2013, graduating in 2014. We
ask that all members of the St Pat’s community keep Riley’s family and friends in your
thoughts and prayers.
‘Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.’
Amen

20 Year 12 Graduation Mass
26 Year 11 2021 Orientation Day
27 Year 11’s Last Day
27 Year 11 Semi Formal
DECEMBER 2020
9

College Office Closes for 2020

NUMBER FOR SMS
The number to send
SMS Messages
regarding
student absence is

0416 906 288

Bishop Michael McCarthy – The Common Good in a COVID World
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Sean Geoghegan – Deputy Principal
The Eclipse of Reason?
As we stand on the threshold of the third decade of the new millennium, educators are faced with a
series of daunting challenges. Foremost, among many, is an ever-burgeoning climate of corrosive antiintellectualism that is fuelled and fostered by social media and political populism. We are witnessing
the erosion, and even the negation and outright rejection, of many of humanity’s most cherished
learning, experience, discoveries and accomplishments. Hitherto, the aforementioned have provided
humanity at large with widely accepted, (but never uncontested) truths that have traditionally provided touch-stones of
understanding, cooperation and collaboration at an inter-racial, inter-generational and inter-national level. These widelyaccepted (but not unanimous) understandings are the glue that helps to transform individuals into communities.
Presently, schools are attempting to provide students with the cognitive tools to withstand a blizzard of disinformation
unleashed by a veritable storm-front of conspiracy theorists who have sought to undermine the tried-and-tested canons
and rigour of scientific method. Societies increasingly operate in an information wilderness, where intellectual dishonesty
has been normalised, and those who devise and utter ‘alternative facts’ exercise significant influence among the public.
Unsubstantiated opinion has been elevated to be on par with peer-reviewed research. Political populism and social media
have fuelled a terrifying trend. We are witnessing the exponential growth of denialism, in all its manifestations. We appear
to have reached a point whereby, if enough people believe a thing to be true then it is, ipso facto, true. Social media has
played a role in allowing thoughts and ideas that rightfully existed on the very margins of society, because they were and
are untenable, to achieve critical mass and go ‘mainstream’. If every village has the proverbial idiot, social media has
served to gather them into a formidable phalanx to challenge the products, procedures and motives of humanities
greatest scholars. The same forces have also inured society to a raft of anti-social behaviours that serve to unravel the
cohesive etiquette that binds society.
On 20 November 2020, over 1000 Year 12 students will graduate from seven Catholic Secondary Colleges which are part of
the Catholic Education system for the Diocese of Rockhampton. Catholic schools that are true to their mission should
vigorously counter any philosophy or lifestyle that is overtly materialistic, individualistic or anti-intellectual. Never before
has the Catholic mission to produce knowledgeable, incisive, critical but compassionate thinkers, been greater.
QTAC have just released an update on Higher Education applications compared to this time last year
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Stephen Mortimer – Assistant to the Principal: Religious Education
Readings at Mass, Sunday 20 September 2020 – Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, Isaiah 55:6-9 …. Seek the Lord.
Psalm 144, The Lord is near to all who call him.
Second Reading, Philippians 1:20-24.27 …. Both in life and death, Paul finds joy.
Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16 … Parable of the workers in the vineyard.
Readings at Mass, Sunday 27th September 2020 – Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading, Ezekiel 18:25-28 …. Those who turn away from sin shall live.
Psalm 24, Remember your mercies, O Lord.
Second Reading, Philippians 2:1-11 …. Jesus humbled himself to the point of death.
Gospel, Matthew 21:28-32 …. The man with two sons.
Parish Mass Update – Churches are open
Through the collaborative efforts of a number of Faith communities around Queensland, a plan for Church services has
been developed with the approval of the Queensland Government.
Each parish has a COVID Team, who are responsible for implementing the industry plan. Thank you, to the members of
our parish councils, liturgical teams and parishioners who make up these teams.
Regular Catholic Church services have resumed in Mackay. Within the Southern Cluster of Mackay, the organisation for
each Church may differ due to the physical size of space available, for example, numbers for each service may be restricted
to less than 100 for smaller Churches, such as St Mary’s. St Patrick’s Church, on River Street is able to accommodate over
100 people.
To facilitate organisation and determine numbers for each mass, we have been asked to book a ticket for masses, this can
be done through a booking service. However most services are not full and you are able to sign in at the door before the
start of the service. If you would like to book ahead (which does help the parish team):
https://www.trybooking.com/BKACF or you can book through the Southern Cluster of Mackay Website:
https://www.mackaycatholics.net/

Tracey McLeod – Assistant Principal Welfare Administration
Subject Changes
Year 11 students are reminded that subject changes may occur at the completion of Unit Two. Once
students have commenced Unit Three, they are not permitted to change subjects because of QCAA
guidelines. This means that Year 11 students have until October 16 to submit subject change
applications.
If students wish to change subjects at the end Unit Two, they should take note of the following procedures:
• All students must complete an application to change subject form. These are available from College Reception.
• Application forms must be signed by parents and by the Subject Co-ordinators of both the discontinued and new
subjects.
• Students should not pick subjects based on lines. Instead they should refer to the subject guides and select a
subject they wish to study. Line changes regularly occur when subject change forms are submitted due to current
class sizes.
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• You will not be contacted if the subject change was approved. You will only be contacted if the change cannot be
approved. Once forms are submitted students should check Student Café regularly as approved changes will
appear on your timetable.
• Students who need additional career guidance are encouraged to make an appointment with the College
Counsellor Ms Danika Hurley.
Students and parents are encouraged to contact the College reception if they have any questions regarding the change of
subject process.

Danika Hurley – College Counsellor
As we approach the end of Term 3, we would like to acknowledge the challenges and stresses that we
have continued to work through this year and over this term. With end of term exams and through the
holidays, we ask that you take the time to check in with your family and support them to connect and
seek help as needed. Continue to have open conversations with your child, encourage self-care and let
them know that you’re there to support them.
If you notice changes in your children or become worried about them, please seek support from the College or the other
services such as Headspace (48982200), eheadspace, Lifeline (49442300), Parentline (1300301300), Centacare
(1300523985) or Kids Helpline (1800551800). Please see information at the end of this newsletter.
Lunchtime Activities
Each Thursday at lunchtime, students have been invited to engage in meditation and related activities in our Chapel. This
has been well received by students who are feeling the stressors of assignments and exams as we conclude the term and
they have enjoyed the variety of activities on offer.

Women in Manufacturing
Recently, seven students accompanied Mr Gilbert and Miss Hurley to attend the Women in Manufacturing Breakfast held
at the Quest. The students listened to guest speakers who gave a positive insight into women entering the manufacturing
workforce and all had the opportunity to network with businesses in the area.
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Mark Casey – Pastoral Care Coordinator
Valedictory
Valedictory night is approaching on Tuesday 20 October, beginning at 6:00pm. It will be held at the
Mackay Entertainment Centre. Due to COVID Safe protocols, only one parent from each family may be
invited to attend, however, this situation may change. There will be a live stream available for parents
to view. Updates on this situation will be available via the College Newsletter and St Patrick’s College
App.
Year 12 students will need to be in their best formal uniform for the Valedictory night. This is a chance for Year 12 parents
to see their child rewarded for their hard work in their final year of secondary schooling.
Great Northern Clean-up
St Patrick’s College again participated in the Great Northern Clean-up. This year
however, we only had one representative from the student body, Benjamin Van
Gestel. Benjamin worked well with the local community to clean a large area
alongside the Pioneer River, helping to remove items including couches, tyres,
broken crab pots and bags of litter. The small crew that was there was still able to
make a large difference to the local ecosystem, by filling two rubbish skips with
waste, and recycling some metal and plastic materials. Benjamin is an active
member of the Reef Guardians community of the College, who still have many plans
for the remainder of this year.

Daniel Skipper – Pastoral Care Coordinator
Formal Update
With the Year 12 Formal fast approaching, we have been busy making final preparations to make the
evening a celebration fitting of our current Year 12 cohort.
With the COVID situation constantly evolving, we are hoping to invite parents to gather, while
observing social distancing rules, at the Mackay Entertainment Convention Centre (MECC) prior to the
commencement of the Formal, to form a Guard of Honour. Due to current COVID Safe protocols, only
one parent from each family is able to attend, however, this situation may change. Please note that the Guard of Honour
is a separate event and students will not have contact with parents in the guard while they proceed through to the venue.
Key Details
• The evening commences with students arriving at 6:30pm at the Artspace carpark, Gordon St. They will proceed
through a Guard of Honour formed by the parents at 7:00pm.
• Students will then be seated for a three course meal with full table service. The first course will be served at 7:50pm.
• Drinks and Mocktails will be available to be purchased throughout the night.
• The night will end at 10:30pm; no students will be granted permission to leave before this time. Please be punctual
for pickup as students remaining after this time will have a taxi called at parent’s expense.
• Professional photographs will be available for students on the night.
• A photo booth will also be operating during the night.
• Students will enjoy some surprise entertainment during the evening.
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Simon Korneliussen – Vocational and Educational Training Coordinator
Whitsunday Stem Challenge
Preparation for the Human Powered Vehicle (HPV) Race on 10 October begins. The race will be 30
minutes hot laps, with 20 minutes clean and rider changes. Starting in the morning and ending in the
afternoon, the race also has a new track format with much tighter and more technical corners for the
riders to compete on. At one kilometre, it’s shorter, but just a lot more fun.
With a limit of 500 people at the venue and strict COVID-19 restrictions to be followed by everyone that attends, this will
include tracking and tracing forms, masks (riders are exempt) and lots of cleaning/sanitising. So entries are very limited.
If you would like to be a member of the St Patrick’s College team, please come and see me. The Whitsunday Stem
Challenge committee would like to acknowledge and thank the naming sponsor BMA, and our platinum sponsors, MRC
and TFH; without them we would not be able to hold the events we do.
We look forward to seeing our team compete against local schools and schools from down south who have joined in us
in Queensland’s only HPV race for the year and possibly the only race in Australia.
https://www.whitsundaystemchallenge.com.au/

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
WHITSUNDAY STEM CHALLENGE – HUMAN POWERED VEHICLE EVENT
If teachers & parents volunteer, they will be provided a wrist band to enter the race area.
The Whitsunday STEM organising committee is calling for volunteers to assist with various duties at the human powered
vehicle race on Saturday 10 October at Palmyra Dragway. Please email Leanne Williams – l.c.williams@cqu.edu.au with
your name and volunteer role you would like.
The list of duties is as follows:
1. COVID-19 - Health Check In for competitors
All competitors & race crews are to sign in with an app and then complete a form and have their temperature
checked. There will be two temperature guns.
Friday 3:00pm – 5:00pm – two volunteers required
Saturday 7:00am – 9:00am - two volunteers required
2. Check In of competitors for race & registration and handout of wristbands
Saturday 7:00am-9:00am – two volunteers required
3. Gate Keeper between Spectators and Racers – This position needs to ensure people moving from the spectator
area to the race area have a wrist band.
Saturday 9:00am – 4:00pm – Volunteers Required for 1-2 hours – five volunteers required
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4. Race Marshalls – four on the track at each time.
Saturday 9:00am - 1 hour per station and you can go into the pit area.
Race Marshall Role Description
A Marshall is present to ensure that the race runs smoothly and safely. Marshall’s first role is to provide first response to
safety issues or accidents and to indicate to riders any safety concerns using the following flag system.
1. Blue – be aware traffic is around you, slow traffic moves out of the race lane.
2. Yellow – Slow down! There is an incident just up ahead.
3. Black – There is something wrong with your vehicle, or you are penalised, go to pit.
(Only used by Chief Marshall or Race Director)
4. Red – extreme danger, stop right now!
(Only to be used chief Marshall or Race Director)
5. Green – clear to race.
Marshalls should be looking for all participants to have all safety equipment on.
Each vehicle should be checked for safety equipment as they leave the pits, lights, horn, seat belt, helmet, gloves, and eye
protection.
Bike speed through the pits area should be no more than walking pace.
Please be dressed in a sun safe manner, with closed in shoes and have a water bottle handy. Walkie Talkies will be
provided at each stand.
All infringements or penalties are to be referred to the Chief Marshall for review and action. At NO stage is a track
Marshall allowed to stop a bike.
After an accident the attending track Marshall is to contact the Chief Marshall with a report of any damage to the crashed
bike or bikes, and if a penalty could be awarded to the bike at fault or if re-scrutineering may be needed.
Each school will need to provide a teacher or adult volunteer to perform Track Marshall Duties for their given time slot.
Please be five minutes early for a hand over brief from the retiring person.
Emergency
Race medics are on site to deal with any medical issue or injury. Contact race control via two-way to alert medical staff of
situation. They have a medic vehicle to come to your point on the track.
Race Conduct
Please ensure each person carrying out marshalling duties is aware of the acceptable race conduct, infringements and
penalties as pointed out in the Live Event manual 2020 WSC Rules and Regs handbook.
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Dean Andric – English Coordinator
Queensland Youth Shakespeare Festival
Kennedy Foley and Max Kingsbury were selected to represent the College in the State Final of the
Queensland Youth Shakespeare Festival for their duologue from ‘The Taming of the Shrew’.
James Neivandt was also selected and will go through to the State Finals with his excerpt from ‘Romeo
and Juliet’, starring as the mercurial Mercutio.
Well done team. We look forward to seeing you performing in Brisbane.

Shelby Barbe – Japanese Teacher
Japanese Calligraphy Contest
Students were given the opportunity to participate in the 2020 Calligraphy Contest held by the Mackay
Regional Language Network on 2 September. The Calligraphy Contest requires students to
demonstrate their Japanese writing skills to our region’s language teachers without any tracing,
erasing, or double lined letters.
All of our wonderful Year 11 and 12 students participated, which is definitely no easy feat! Our college was participating
against a range of other schools in the region and placed first, second and third in the 11/12 division. Congratulations to
Casey Wood in 3rd place, Emma Vickers in 2nd place, and Alice Pattemore in 1st place! Thank you to all participating
students.
Participating Year 12 students include: Matthew Goddard, Angela Hill, Alice Pattemore, Liana Spina, Zachery Venz, Emma
Vickers and Adam Williamson. Year 11 participants include: Brianna Cameron, Casey Wood and Katie Wood.
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